V/5. Regional centres for training and technol ogy transfer

The Conf erence

1. Takes note of progress in the establishment and operation of
regi onal and subregional centres, as well as of the present funding situation
of activities related to those centres;

2. Wl cones the support, whether financial or in kind, provided by:

(a) Government of Japan, for the regional centres in China and
| ndonesi a;

(b) Governments of China and | ndonesia, for their support to the
regi onal centres in those countries;

(c) Government of Switzerland, for the organization of nationa
sem nars in El Sal vador and N caragua, through the subregional centre for
Central Anerica, and for the continued support for the subregional centre in
Sl ovaki a;

(d) Government of Argentina, for the subregional centre for South
America, |ocated in Argentina;
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(e) Government of El Sal vador, for the subregional centre for Centra
Anerica and Mexico, |located in El Sal vador

(f) Government of Trinidad and Tobago and the Caribbean Industria
Research Institute, for the subregional centre for the Caribbean;

(9) Government of Uruguay, for activities at the Coordinating Centre
for Latin Anerica and the Caribbean in U uguay;

(h) Government of the Russian Federation, for the subregional centre
in Mscow,

(1) Government of Slovakia, for its continued support to the
subregional centre in Bratislava

(j) Government of Nigeria, for the regional coordinating centre in
Ni geri a;

(k) Governments of Denmark and South Africa, for the subregiona
centre for English-speaking African countries in Pretoria (Vista University);

(1) Government of Egypt, for the subregional centre for
Ar abi c- speaki ng countries in Cairo (Cairo University);

(m Government of Senegal, for the subregional centre for
French- speaki ng African countries in Senegal

(n) Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, for training on asbestos managenent and abatenment at the Cari bbean
I ndustrial Research Institute which is hosting the subregional centre for the
Cari bbean;

(0) Governments of Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Gernmany,
Japan, Mexico, Spain and the United States of America, for providing
| ecturers and resource persons to training courses and wor kshops;

(p) Government of the United States of America, for providing support
to the subregional centres in Africa, the Caribbean and Central Anerica;

(a) O her Governnents contributing to the Technical Cooperation Trust
Fund (non-earmarked funds), which nmade possible the conduct of training
courses or workshops within the framework of the regional centres in Belarus,
t he Russian Federation, Sri Lanka and Uruguay;

(r) Regi onal Office for Western Asia of the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme, for the neeting organized in Bahrain concerning the
establishnent, in Egypt, of a subregional centre for Arabic-speaking
countries in Africa and West Asi a;

(s) Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Latin Anerica and the Caribbean and the
Regi onal Office for Latin America and the Cari bbean of the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme, for continuous support to the subregional centres in
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the Latin Anerican and Caribbean regi on through the provision of resource
persons for workshops and sem nars and the organi zation of the neeting by the
Economi ¢ Commi ssion for Latin America and the Caribbean in Bahia, Brazil, in
1997, on the inplenentati on of the Basel Convention

3. Further takes note of efforts made by other host countries to
prepare for the establishment and initiation of activities at their
respective centres;

4. Requests the secretariat of the Basel Convention to establish,
pursue and reinforce its closer collaboration with relevant offices and
programmes of the United Nations Environment Programme, for the
i mpl enentation of joint activities on training and technol ogy transfer
rel ated to hazardous wastes, in particular with the Division of Technol ogy,
I ndustry and Econom cs, Chenicals, the International Environment Technol ogy
Centre and the d obal Progranme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Envi ronment from Land-based Activities, and the regi onal seas programre;

5. Further requests the secretariat to collaborate closely with
other relevant United Nations and other international agencies and
conventions in the work of the regional and subregional centres, in
particular with the United Nations |Industrial Devel opment Organi zation, the
United Nations Institute for Training and Research, the World Health
Organi zation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the United Nations econonic conm ssions, the International Maritine
Organi zation, the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine
Environment in Kuwait, the World Customs Organi zati on and those regi ona
treaties and instrunents devel oped under the franmework of the Base
Convention, with a view to exploring, on a continuous basis, new areas of
cooper ati on;

6. Al so requests the secretariat to keep an updated list of project
fact-sheets available on the internet concerning proposals for which funding
is being sought in relation to activities on training and technol ogy transfer
at the regional or subregional centres, as well as to other technica
assi stance activities;

7. Requests the secretariat to explore, in collaboration with the
regi onal or subregional centres, possibilities for the establishment of
partnerships with the industry sector, relevant non-government al
organi zati ons and ot her stakeholders in the work of those centres, in order
to ensure the long-term sustainability of their operation;

8. Recogni zes the useful ness and efficiency of ensuring that,
whenever feasible, regional, subregional and national sem nars, training
courses and wor kshops funded through the secretariat are being inplenmented
within the framework of the regional centres network

9. Requests the secretariat to continue to report to the Working
Group for Inplenentation of the Basel Convention, on progress nade in the
est abl i shnent of regional or subregional centres, including proposals to be
i mpl enented in conjunction with the regional centres' prograne;
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10. Urges all Parties and non-Parties in a position to do so, as wel
as international organizations, including devel opnment banks, non-government al
organi zations and the private sector, to make financial or in-kind
contributions, either directly to the technical cooperation trust fund or on
a bilateral level, to enable all centres to become fully operational, bearing
in mnd that conprehensive funding for the centres in their initial stage of
operation, covering at least three to five years of support, including for
core staffing, will facilitate the planning and inplenmentation of their
activities and encourage themto explore ways and neans of ensuring the
| ong-term sustainability of their respective centres;

11. Notes that the Technical Wrking Goup will, as part of its
proposed work programe, provide technical input or guidance to assist, as
necessary, in the establishment and operation of regional or subregiona
centres;

12. Enphasi zes the role of the regional or subregional centres with
regard to inplenentation of the Basel Convention

13. Enphasi zes the role of the regional or subregional centres, wth
regard to training and capacity-building for the environmentally sound
managenment, in particular, of wastes generated and existing in the region
and m ninm zati on of hazardous wastes, by taking into consideration a cleaner
producti on approach, and their role in pronoting awareness of the ains and
provi sions of the Basel Convention;

14. Recogni zes the need for coordination and col |l aboration between
all centres, including between different regions, inter alia, for the
devel opnent of information systens, with a view to devel opi ng synergi es;

15. Recal | s the discussions at the fourth session of the Open-ended
Ad Hoc Committee regarding the status of the centres and, in that context,
recogni zes the need for the enhancenment of the status of the centres as a way
to attract additional financial support and to identify diverse sources of
funding, so as to secure the long-termsustainability of the centres, and
that, in this connection, consideration should be given to its |egal status
as well as to financial mechani smand operational arrangements, including
functions, a governing mechani smand staffing, and to conmitments by
countries participating in activities of the centre;

16. Recal | s al so the concerns expressed in the workshop on regiona
centres held imediately prior to the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the
Parties and, in that context, enphasizes the inmportance of equality between
centres with regard to financial support and operational arrangenents, in
order to strengthen capacities at an equal level in all regions in
i mpl enenting the Basel Convention, including the environmentally sound
managenment of hazardous wastes and their mninization

17. Requests the secretariat, taking into account various |ega
options for the centres and the need to address organi zational and financia
arrangenents, further to develop in consultation with the representatives of
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the centres a draft framework agreenent, including a core set of identical
basic element for all centres, taking into account specific needs and
priorities in the respective regions, for consideration by the Working G oup
for Inplenentation and for adoption by the Conference of the Parties at its
si xth neeting.





