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V/7.  Capacity-building activities within the Convention:  Current
and planned legal, technical and institutional assistance

The Conference

1. Notes the declaration made by the mayors of several cities in
West Africa at the regional consultation on the environmentally sound
management of biomedical wastes held in Dakar, from 9 to 11 November 1998;

2. Notes the declaration of the group of African countries made at
the fourteenth session of the Technical Working Group held in Pretoria, from
2 to 5 November 1998;

3. Reiterates the importance for Parties to provide financial
resources to the Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to assist developing
countries and countries with economies in transition that are Parties to the
Convention in implementing the Basel Convention and in managing hazardous
wastes in an environmentally sound manner;

4. Invites Parties, non-Parties, intergovernmental organizations,
members of the industry and business sectors, and non-governmental
organizations to provide financial resources or assistance in kind, to assist
countries in need of such assistance in the development of training
activities and technology transfer for the environmentally sound management
and control of hazardous wastes;

5. Promotes the development of a programme of workshops, to be held
on the occasion of the meetings of Basel Convention subsidiary bodies,
through a process of exchanging and reviewing information received from focal
points and competent authorities from the different Parties, relating to
their experience in capacity-building issues, and by addressing aspects
relating to the implementation of the Convention that need clarification;

6. Also invites Parties, other States and potential donors to
contribute financially, technically or in kind to the implementation of
specific project activities, the conduct of which has been requested by the
Parties.

V/8.  Cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme on
the activities undertaken at the global level on
persistent organic pollutants

The Conference

1. Notes the substantive progress made by the secretariat of the
Basel Convention in strengthening cooperation with the Chemicals Division of
the United Nations Environment Programme on matters pertaining to persistent
organic pollutants;
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2. Further notes the tasks contained in the work programme of the
Technical Working Group of relevance to persistent organic pollutants; 1/

                    
     2/     See table annexed to decision V/26.

3. Requests the secretariat, under the guidance of the Technical
Working Group, to continue its cooperation with the Chemicals Division of the
United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, and also with other relevant
intergovernmental organizations, on the issue of persistent organic
pollutants, in particular, with a view, first, to building the capacities of
developing countries and other countries in need of such assistance to manage
waste persistent organic pollutants in an environmentally sound manner;
second, to ensuring efficient use of resources and identifying areas of
common interest and opportunities for synergy; third, to providing technical
and other guidance to the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on
persistent organic pollutants, as appropriate; and, fourth, to identifying
overlaps and gaps and the means to overcome them;

4. Also requests the secretariat to report to the Conference of the
Parties at its next meeting, as well as to the Technical Working Group, on
its cooperation with the Chemicals Division of the United Nations Environment
Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
and also with other intergovernmental organizations, on issues related to
persistent organic pollutants.

V/9.  Cooperation between the Basel Convention and the Rotterdam Convention
on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade

The Conference

1. Notes with appreciation the documentation provided on the
Rotterdam Convention;

2. Requests the secretariat of the Basel Convention to continue its
cooperation with the secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention and to report
thereon to the Conference of the Parties at its next meeting, as well as to
the Technical Working Group.

V/10.  Cooperation with the World Customs Organization

The Conference

1. Welcomes the work initiated by the Harmonized System Committee on
the possibility of establishing a correlation between the Harmonized System
and the Basel Convention;

2. Requests the Technical Working Group, as part of its work
programme, to provide guidance to the Harmonized System Committee, as




