
Decision III/19 
Establishment of Regional or Sub-regional Centres for Training and Technology 
Transfer regarding the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes and the 
minimization of their generation  
 
The Conference,  
 
Referring to decision II/19 of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties and 
Committee Decision II/1 of the second session of the open-ended Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Establishment of Centres with its Appendix, wishes to:  
 
1. Express its appreciation for the countries which provided in-kind contribution to the 
Secretariat in carrying out the feasibility studies for the Latin America and Caribbean region, 
for the Central and Eastern Europe region and for the Asian region.  
 
2. Select sites for the establishment of the regional and sub-regional centres for training and 
technology transfer regarding the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes and the 
minimization of their generation:  
 
a) For the Latin America and Caribbean region by:  
 
- selecting Uruguay as the coordinating centre for this region with three sub-regional centres: 
Argentina for the South America sub-region; El Salvador for Central America sub-region 
including Mexico; and Trinidad and Tobago for the Caribbean sub-region;  
 
 
- recommending that the approach for the establishment of regional/sub-regional centres in 
Latin America and the Caribbean could be adopted for other regions.  
 
b) For the African region by:  
 
- selecting Nigeria as the coordinating centre for this region with three sub-regional centres: 
Egypt for Arabic-speaking countries in Africa, which will serve the other Arabic-speaking 
countries; South Africa for English-speaking countries in Africa; and a third sub-regional 
centre, yet to be selected, for French-speaking countries in Africa. Reports on further studies 
in relation to the African region are to be presented to the next meeting of the Bureau or the 
third session of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Committee.  
 
c) For the Central and Eastern Europe region by:  
 
- Selecting the Slovak Republic for the Central Europe sub-region; the Russian Federation for 
the Eastern Europe sub-region; possibly, subsequently, a third sub-regional centre in Estonia; 
and by appointing a central coordinating body.  
 
d) For the Asia and Pacific region by:  
 
- Selecting China and Indonesia as regional centres.  
 
3. In view of recommendations presented in the report of the feasibility study on the 
establishment of Asian regional centres, it was reiterated by the Indian delegation that India 



could be considered as a possible host for a regional or sub-regional centre subject to further 
consultation at national level on the site for such a centre and to consultations with the 
Secretariat of the Basel Convention on what could be the possible relation of such a centre in 
India with the other centres in the Asian region, namely those in China and Indonesia.  
 
4. Invite those countries in a position to do so, individually or collectively, on a bilateral or 
multilateral basis, to provide financial resources and/or technically qualified person(s) 
recruited from government, the private sector or environmental NGOs to collaborate in the 
establishment of centres for which sites have been agreed upon and in this connection take 
note of the offer from ICC to collaborate on this matter.  
 
5. Invite those countries in a position to do so, individually or collectively, on a bilateral or 
multilateral basis, to provide financial resources and/or technically qualified person(s) 
recruited from government, the private sector or environmental NGOs to collaborate in the 
undertaking of studies for Africa and Western Asia. The interest expressed by representatives 
from ICC and UNIDO regarding collaboration on this matter should be followed up.  
 
6. Invite the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Organization for Industrial 
Development (UNIDO) and the United Nations regional economic commissions, to assist the 
Parties to the Basel Convention and the Secretariat in the completion of remaining studies as 
well as assisting and collaborating in the process of establishing centres for training and 
technology transfer in all five regions. It also invites the World Bank, Regional and Sub-
regional Development Banks, the GEF, United Nations Department of Policy Coordination 
and Sustainable Development (UN-DPCSD) as well as the private sector to assist in the 
establishment of these centres.  
 
7. Invite the Technical Working Group to cooperate on the establishment of the regional 
centres for training and technology transfer regarding the management of hazardous wastes 
and other wastes and the minimization of their generation within the framework of the Basel 
Convention as a major component in capacity building activities particularly in developing 
countries and countries with economies in transition.  
 
8. Note that a component of the work of the regional/sub-regional centres should be to 
provide advice on the avoidance of inappropriate technology transfer and encouragement of 
cleaner technologies and sound hazardous waste management practices.  
 
9. Further note, that Senegal has indicated its interest in being considered for selection as a 
sub-regional centre for French-speaking countries in Africa.  
 
10. Request the Secretariat to report to the third session of the Open-ended Ad Hoc 
Committee or to another appropriate body on progress made in the establishment of regional 
centres on training and technology transfer in Latin America and the Caribbean, in Asia, in 
Central and Eastern Europe, in Africa and in Western Asia.  
 


