
IV/10.  Training and seminars related to the Basel Convention

The Conference

1. Requests  the Secretariat of the Basel Co nvention to continue deve loping training programm es,

including curricula at national level, in cooperation with national authorities and organizing national and regional

training activities on the implementation of the Basel Convention in collaboration with the United Nations

Environment Programme and other international organizations as well as the private sector and environmental

non-governmental o rganizations;

2. Further req uests the Secretariat, in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme

and other international organizations as well as the private sector and environmental non-governmental

organizations, actively to contribute to the implementation of the programme of activities of the regional centres by

developing training materials, publications and other supporting materials, by facilitating the development of local

and regional activities and case studies and  by providing resource p ersons for training courses;

3. Also requ ests the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to continue promoting public awareness on

the aims of the Basel Con vention through participation in related internation al conferences, symposia and  seminars,

through the preparation and publication of brochures, newsletters, leaflets, press releases, case studies and other

publications and material in this field, and through the consolidation of the websites of the Basel Convention on the

Internet;

4. Urges Parties to contribute to the voluntary Technical Cooperation Trust Fund established under

the Basel Convention with the aim to support the activities of developing countries and the Secretariat of the Basel

Convention in deve loping training and capacity-building activities as well as awarene ss-raising activities;

5. Invites all Parties which  are in a positio n to do so to  contribute to  the trust funds to c over the co sts

of participa tion of deve loping cou ntry represen tatives at meeting s and semin ars organiz ed by the Se cretariat, or in

kind, through , inter alia, the provision of resource persons for the organization of seminars, workshops and training

programmes.

IV/11.  Current and planned technical assistance activities including for

the implementation of Agenda 21

The Conference

1. Takes no te of the report prepared by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention;

2. Requests  the Secretariat to continue to provide assistance within the limits of its existing financial

resources;

3. Urges Parties and other countries to provide assistance on a bilateral or regional basis or through

the Secreta riat;

4. Urges Parties to cooperate actively on a regional basis, in particular for those Parties that have the

capacity to provide technical support to other countries of the region in need of such assistance;

5. Requests  the Secretariat to make available to Parties the updated list of technical assistance needed

on a regular basis.

IV/12.  Illegal traffic in hazardous wastes and other wastes

The Conference

1. Welcomes the work of the Technical Working Group on confirmed cases of illegal traffic and recognizes

that the issue of illegal traffic remains a high priority with particular emphasis on cases involving alleged illegal

traffic,



(a) Appea ls to Parties to bring any case or, if appropriate, alleged case of illegal traffic to the attention

of the Secre tariat and to p rovide the S ecretariat with all ne cessary inform ation to enab le it to take any ap propriate

action, including preventive measures through initial dissemination of information to Parties concerned,

(b) Welcomes steps taken by Parties to submit information on how Parties may have dealt with illegal

traffic, including alleged cases of illegal traffic, with regard to difficulties they could be facing when seeking

compliance with the provisions of the Basel Convention,

(c) Recognizes that illegal traffic can take many different forms and be of different magnitudes

ranging from, for example, falsification of doc uments to large-scale organized a ctivities,

(d) Requests  Parties to cooperate with each other and the Secretariat on alleged cases of illegal traffic;

(e) Assigns the Consultative Sub-group of Legal and Technical Experts the task of developing

procedures to address alleged cases of illegal traffic;

(f) Adop ts the draft Form for Confirmed Cases of Illegal Traffic for use by Parties in confirmed cases

of illegal traffic;

(g) Invites Parties to use this form in their reports related to confirmed cases of illegal traffic to the

Secretariat;

(h) Requests  the Secretariat to report to the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, through the

Open-ended Ad Hoc Committee for the Implementation of the Basel Convention, as appropriate, on information

received by Parties on cases of illegal traffic;

2. Welcomes the convening of meetings and conferences on the prevention of illegal traffic approved by

decision III/28 and urge s Parties to promote the effective pa rticipation of developing co untries in these meetings;

3. Urges Parties to fulfil their obligations under Article 9, paragraph 5 of the Basel Convention, in particular:

(a) To promulgate, update and/or develop stringent legislation on the control of transboundary

movements of hazardous wastes; and

(b) To inco rporate in the ir national legislatio n appro priate sanctio ns or pena lties for illegal traffic in

hazardous wastes and other wastes covered by the Basel Convention;

4. (a) Notes that the classification and characterization of wastes represent essential tools to assist in the

identification and prevention of illegal traffic;

(b) Requests  the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, bearing in mind decisions I/18 and II/23, to work

closely with the United Nations Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods towards the

development of an appropriate classification and labelling system;

(c) Requests  the Secretariat to continue its cooperation with various regional commissions and

secretariats of regional conventions and protocols, non-governmental organizations, industry and the private sector,

as well as the World Customs Organization and Interpol, in order to achieve better control and monitoring of cases

or alleged cases of illegal traffic in hazardous wastes and  other wastes;

(d) Requests  the Secretar iat to organize  training course s for customs  officers and p olice forces in

cooperation with the World Customs Organization, Interpol and other appropriate bodies, including United Nations

regional commissions and  secretariats of regional agreements dea ling with similar aspects;

(e) Requests  the Secretariat to assist Parties in capacity building, including the development of an

appropriate infrastructure, with a view to preventing and penalizing cases of illegal traffic in hazardous wastes and

other wastes and to ensuring the involvement of national authorities and focal points for the Basel Convention in the

prevention and mo nitoring of illegal traffic in hazardous wastes and other wastes;



(f) Encourages Parties to bu ild up their enfo rcement ca pacities, inter alia, through co operation  with

international bodies such as Interpol and the International Network for Environmental Complaints, in the

development of training and networking for enforcement personnel involved in the prevention of illegal traffic;

(g) Invites Parties to promote consistency when addressing the issue of illegal traffic in the relevant

United Nations bodies, while avoiding duplication;

5. Requests  the Technical Working Group and the Consultative Sub-group of Legal and Technical Experts, at

their joint meeting, keeping in mind the discussions within the Ad Hoc Working Group of Legal and Technical

Experts to Consider and Develop a Draft Protocol on Liability and Compensation, to develop recommended

procedures to assist Parties in preventing, identifying and managing illegal traffic.

IV/13.  Comp etent authorities a nd focal po ints

The Conference

1. Takes no te of the updated list of competent authorities and focal points prepared by the Secretariat

of the Basel Convention;

2. Invites Parties which have not yet informed the Secretariat of the designation of their Competent

Authorities and Focal Points to do so as soon as possible to facilitate the implementation of the Basel Convention.

IV/14.  Instruction Manual

The Conference

1. Takes no te of the revised  Instruction M anual on the  control system  for transbou ndary mo vements

of hazardous wastes and  other wastes;

2. Welcomes the technical assistance provided by Finland in the preparation of the Instruction

Manua l;

3. Approves the Instruction M anual and its ac compa nying Notifica tion and M ovemen t Docum ent;

4. Requests  the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to publish the Instruction Manual in all United

Nations lan guages and  to dissemina te it widely;

5. Invites Parties to use the Instruction Manual and the forms contained therein and report to the

Secretariat on their experience in the use of the Instruction Manual and the forms, in particular in cases where

difficulties occur in their use.

IV/15.  Establishment of an Information Management System

on Wastes (IMSW) of the Basel Convention

The Conference

1. Takes note of progress reported on the establishment and development of an Information

Management System on W astes (IMSW) under the Basel Convention;

2. Welcomes the support from the Government of Japan for the establishment of the IMSW;

3. Also urges the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to develop further and promote access to the

IMSW  through the In ternet, including  information a nd docu mentation o n information  received in r elation to

Articles 13 and 16, as well as documentation on and reports of Basel Convention meetings, newsletters and

publication s, etc.;

4. Requests  the Secretariat to work closely with other United Nations bodies, in particular the

United Nations Environment Programme, that are developing or operating databases or information management

systems of relevance to the Basel Convention.




