
VI/40.  Follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
 

The Conference of the Parties, 
 

Taking note with appreciation of the participation of the secretariat of the Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal in the World Summit for Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, from 26 August to 4 September 2002, 

 
Welcoming the adoption at the World Summit of a Plan of Implementation for the 

next ten years,  
 
Noting with satisfaction that the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit, in 

particular its paragraph 22 which is reproduced in the appendix to the present decision, fully 
recognizes and supports the work, decisions, plans and actions for the implementation of the 
Basel Convention, including the Basel Declaration on Environmentally Sound Management 
and the strategic plan for the implementation of the Basel Convention, 

 
Welcoming also the large support given by the World Summit to the concept of type 

two partnerships between Governments, business and civil society, 
 
Mindful of the call of the Plan of implementation of for coherence and cooperation 

between the international regimes for waste, hazardous waste and chemicals, 
 

Recognizing that the outcome of the World Summit is of particular relevance to the 
objectives and goals of the Basel Convention, including: 

 
(a) Broadened and strengthened understanding of sustainable development, 

particularly the important linkages between poverty, the environment and the use of natural 
resources; 

 
(b) Governmental agreement to and reaffirmation of a wide range of concrete 

commitments and targets for action to achieve more effective implementation of sustainable 
development objectives; 

 
(c) Development of a 10-year framework of programmes to accelerate the shift 

towards sustainable consumption and production; 
 
(d) Renewed commitment to the sound management of chemicals and hazardous 

wastes and other wastes throughout their life cycle; 
 
(e) Call for the promotion of the ratification and implementation of relevant 

international instruments on chemicals and hazardous waste; 
 

(f) Support for regional initiatives for sustainable development in developing 
areas in the world, including: 

 
(i) Undertaking of initiatives by 2004 aimed at implementing the Global 

Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities to reduce, prevent and control waste and pollution 
and their health-related impacts in small island developing States, 

 
(ii) Support to Africa’s efforts to implement the objectives of the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development, 
 



Recognizing also the need expressed by the World Summit for the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the United 
Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, within their mandates, to strengthen their contribution to sustainable 
development programmes and the implementation of the Plan of Implementation of the World 
Summit and Agenda 21, particularly in the area of capacity-building, 

 
Taking into account its decisions V/8, V/9, V/10, V/11, V/12, and V/13 on 

cooperation between the Basel Convention and the United Nations Environment Programme, 
the United Nations specialized agencies, regional systems and organizations and others, the 
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, the World Customs Organization, the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, environmental non-governmental 
organizations and the industry and business sectors,  

 
1. Requests the secretariat to identify those areas of relevance to the Basel 

Convention and the Basel Declaration on Environmentally Sound Management covered in the 
Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development with a view to 
exploring cooperation with Parties and other stakeholders to support the Plan; 

 
2. Also requests the secretariat to identify the most efficient ways of 

cooperating with the relevant stakeholders, in particular the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the United Nations 
Development Programme and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development as 
well as the private sector and non-governmental organizations, with a view to enhancing its 
contribution to those areas referred to in paragraph 1 above; 

 
3. Further requests the secretariat to propose to the Open-ended Working Group 

a way forward in implementing concrete activities in this field within available resources; 
 
4. Requests the secretariat to report on the progress made in the implementation 

of the present decision to the Conference of the Parties at its seventh meeting, through the 
Open-ended Working Group. 
 

 
Appendix 

 
WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - PLAN OF 

IMPLEMENTATION 
 
III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production 
 
22.  Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound management of chemicals  

throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes for sustainable development and for 
the protection of human health and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve by 2020 
that chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant 
adverse effects on human health and the environment, using transparent science-based 
risk assessment procedures and science-based risk management procedures, taking into 
account the precautionary approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on 
Environment and Development, and support developing countries in strengthening their 
capacity for the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes by providing 
technical and financial assistance. This would include actions at all levels to: 
 
a) Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant international instruments on 

chemicals and hazardous waste, including the Rotterdam Convention on Prior 



Informed Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade so that it can enter into force by 2003 and the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants so that it can enter into force by 2004, 
and encourage and improve coordination as well as supporting developing countries 
in their implementation; 

b) Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals management based on 
the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action beyond 2000 of the Intergovernmental 
Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) by 2005, and urge that the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), IFCS, other international organizations dealing 
with chemical management, and other relevant international organizations and actors 
closely cooperate in this regard, as appropriate; 

c) Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized system for the 
classification and labelling of chemicals as soon as possible with a view to having the 
system fully operational by 2008; 

d) Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at enhancing environmentally 
sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes, implementing multilateral 
environmental agreements, raising awareness of issues relating to chemicals and 
hazardous waste, and encouraging the collection and use of additional scientific data; 

e) Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of hazardous chemicals and 
hazardous wastes and to prevent damage resulting from the transboundary movement 
and disposal of hazardous wastes in a manner consistent with obligations under 
relevant international instruments, such as the Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal; 

f) Encourage development of coherent and integrated information on chemicals, such as 
through national pollutant release and transfer registers; 

g) Promote reduction of the risks posed by heavy metals that are harmful to human 
health and the environment, including through a review of relevant studies, such as 
the UNEP global assessment of mercury and its compounds. 
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