
OEWG-II/10 
Preparation of technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes 
consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants 
 

The Open-ended Working Group, 
 
Recalling decision VI/23 of the Conference of the Parties and decision OEWG-I/4 of the Open-

ended Working Group, 
 
Noting with appreciation that Canada is serving as lead country for the drafting of general 

technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of persistent organic pollutants as 
wastes, 

 
Also noting with appreciation that Australia has indicated its willingness to serve as lead country 

for the drafting of technical guidelines on dioxins and furans and that Mexico has indicated its 
willingness to serve as lead country for the drafting of technical guidelines on DDT, 

 
Further noting with appreciation the contributions made by the participants of the small inter-

sessional working group established to assist in the preparation of the general technical guidelines, 
 
1. Invites Parties and others to submit comments to the Secretariat and to Canada, preferably 

by 30 November 2003, with respect to the general technical guidelines and the technical guidelines on 
PCBs, PCTs and PBBs on the following, taking into account, among other things, the report of the 
contact group which is contained in annex IV to the report of the Open-ended Working Group on the 
work of its second session1; 

 
(a) Further proposals on provisional definitions for low POP content for each POP together 

with a rationale; 
(b) Methods that constitute environmentally sound disposal, including pre-treatment, with the 

following addressed separately: 
(i) Destruction or irreversible transformation methods; 
(ii) Other disposal methods when the POP content is low; 
(iii) Other disposal methods when destruction or irreversible transformation does not represent 

the environmentally preferable option; 
(c) Levels of destruction and irreversible transformation; 
(d) Other issues as contained in the annex to decision OEWG-I/4 and in the information 

documents on the draft technical guidelines, prepared by Canada, for the environmentally sound 
management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with persistent organic pollutants and of 
PCB, PCT and PBB2; 

 
2. Agrees that: 

 
(a) The general technical guidelines and the specific technical guidelines should have a similar 

structure as far as possible, taking into account comments made at and after the second session of the 
Open-ended Working Group; 

(b) Important issues in these technical guidelines with respect to which further discussion is 
needed should be addressed in a separate part of the document distinct from the text of the guidelines; 

(c) The issue of a methodology for further definition of low POP content should be addressed 
in a separate part of the document distinct from the text of the guidelines and should be included in the 
work programme for 2005 and 2006; 

(d) The guidelines should make clear that mixing of wastes with a POP content above a 
defined low POP content with another waste or wastes solely for the purpose of generating a mixture 
with a POP content below the defined low POP content is not environmentally sound; cases may exist, 
however, in which mixing of wastes before destruction may be environmentally preferable;  

(e) With regard to methods for destruction or irreversible transformation, only technologies 
which are currently commercially available and are environmentally sound should be recommended in 
the technical guidelines; technologies that are currently operating on a pilot or test basis should also be 
mentioned but in a separate section; and for each technology, appropriate subheadings would be useful; 

                                                      
1 UNEP/CHW/OEWG/2/12. 
2 UNEP/CHW/OEWG/2/INF/6 and 12. 



 
(f) With regard to other disposal methods when POP content is low, a considerable revision of 

the current text is necessary and technologies mentioned in paragraph 2 (e) above may be relevant; 
 
3. Requests Canada, in consultation with the small inter-sessional working group, to prepare 

revised draft general technical guidelines and revised draft technical guidelines with regard to PCBs, 
PCTs and PBBs for consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its third session; 

 
4. Requests Australia, in consultation with the small inter-sessional working group, to 

prepare a first draft of the technical guidelines with regard to dioxins and furans for consideration by the 
Open-ended Working Group at its third session; 

 
5. Requests Mexico, in consultation with the small inter-sessional working group, to prepare 

a first draft of the technical guidelines with regard to DDT for consideration by the Open-ended Working 
Group at its third session;  

 
6. Invites Parties to serve as lead countries for the two technical guidelines with regard to 

HCB and for the eight pesticides aldrin, chlordane, dieldrin, endrin, HCB, heptachlor, mirex and 
toxaphene, and to inform the secretariat accordingly as soon as possible; 

 
7. Invites Parties and others to nominate further participants for the small inter-sessional 

working group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


