
OEWG-8/4: Technical guidelines on transboundary movements of 

electronic and electrical waste (e-waste), in particular regarding the 

distinction between waste and non-waste 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Takes note of the information provided by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention on 
the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal on progress in 
the development of the technical guidelines on transboundary movements of electronic and 
electrical waste (e-waste), in particular regarding the distinction between waste and non-waste,1; 

2. Notes the progress made in developing the technical guidelines as reflected in the 
revised version of the draft guidelines;2; 

3. Requests the Secretariat to develop and publish, by 15 October 2012, an updated 
version of figure 1 in the revised version of the draft guidelines identifying the main elements of the 
form for the documentation according to paragraph 26 (b), as well as draft forms for such 
documentation and for the record of the results of evaluation and testing; 

4. Also requests the Secretariat to collate and publish on the Basel Convention website, by 
15 October 2012, information available on the following: 

(a) Regarding functionality testing or evaluation, references to material developed under 
other initiatives, including the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment and the Mobile 
Phone Partnership Initiative; 

(b) The use of a voluntary notification procedure on transboundary movements of used 
equipment destined for repair or refurbishment that is not waste, in particular regarding mobile 
phones; 

(c) A list of references to materials on non-hazardous equipment and on hazardous 
components that can be found in electronic and electrical equipment; 

(d) Regarding guidance on health and safety aspects, references to information developed 
by, for example, enforcement bodies, if possible; 

5. Invites parties and others to provide comments to the Secretariat on document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG.8/INF/9/Rev.1, and on the use of a voluntary notification procedure on 
transboundary movements of used equipment destined for repair or refurbishment that is not 
waste, in particular regarding mobile phones, by 31 October 2012, and on the information referred 
to in paragraphs 3 and 4 above by 15 November 2012;  

6. Requests the Secretariat to publish the comments received pursuant to paragraph 5 
above on the website of the Basel Convention; 

7. Also requests the Secretariat to prepare, in consultation with the small intersessional 
working group established in accordance with decision BC-10/5 and taking into account the 
comments received at the eighth meeting of the Open-ended Working Group and any additional 
comments received pursuant to paragraph 5 above, a further revised version of the draft technical 
guidelines by 22 December 2012; 

8. Invites parties and others to provide comments on the further revised draft guidelines 
by 28 February 2013 and requests the Secretariat to make them available on the website of the 
Basel Convention; 

                                                           
1
  UNEP/CHW/OEWG.8/6.  

2  UNEP/CHW/OEWG.8/INF/9/Rev.1. 



9. Requests the Secretariat to submit the draft technical guidelines referred to in 
paragraph 7 above to the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention for consideration at its 
eleventh meeting.  

 


