
 

 

POPRC-5/3: Toxic interactions 

The Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee, 

Noting that, in its evaluation of whether a chemical is likely, as a result of its long-range 
environmental transport, to lead to significant adverse human health and/or environmental effects such 
that global action is warranted, the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee may include in an 
Annex E risk profile a hazard assessment for the endpoint or endpoints of concern, including a 
consideration of toxicological interactions involving multiple chemicals, 

Recognizing the advantage of the synergy offered by collaboration between the Persistent 
Organic Pollutants Review Committee and the World Health Organization International Programme on 
Chemical Safety on assessing the risk posed by exposure to multiple chemicals via all relevant routes 
and pathways, 

Wishing to stay abreast of scientific developments in the field of toxicological interactions, 

1. Invites Committee members and observers to provide comments on the draft framework 
for risk assessment of combined exposures to multiple chemicals1 to the Secretariat by 31 October 2009; 

2. Requests the Secretariat to transmit the comments received pursuant to the previous 
paragraph to the World Health Organization International Programme on Chemical Safety; 

3. Invites the Secretariat to investigate the strengthening of the linkage between the 
Committee and the World Health Organization International Programme on Chemical Safety and to 
report to the Committee at its sixth meeting on its efforts in this area; 

4. Requests the intersessional working group on toxicological interactions, with support 
from the Secretariat, to undertake the work described in the annex to the present decision; 

5. Requests the co-chairs of the intersessional working group and the Secretariat to identify 
and invite experts to develop the two case studies;  

6. Requests the Secretariat to identify resources needed to undertake the activities 
contemplated by the present decision. 

Annex to decision POPRC-5/3 

Proposal for further work on toxicological interactions  

1. The intersessional working group on toxicological interactions will develop two case 
studies according to the World Health Organization International Programme on Chemical Safety 
(WHO/IPCS) framework for assessing combined exposures to multiple chemicals.  

2. The intersessional working group will monitor and assess progress in the development 
of the case studies. 

3. A report on progress in the conduct of the case studies will be presented at the sixth 
meeting of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee. 

4. The following topics have been suggested:   

(a) Short-chained, medium-chained and long-chained chlorinated paraffins;  

(b) Brominated flame retardants and DDT in human breast milk; 

(c) Trace amounts of industrial persistent organic pollutants (POPs), for example, 
brominated flame retardants;  

(d) High-volume agricultural POPs, DDT and hexachlorocyclohexane in human 
tissues. 

5. The working group will make a final selection of the case studies bearing in mind the 
need for sufficient data. The Research Centre for Environmental Chemistry and Ecotoxicology 
(RECETOX) will prepare one ecotoxicologically oriented case study. 

                                                           
1  Available at http://www.who.int/ipcs. 



POPRC-5/3 

2 

6. The experts developing the case studies will be encouraged to attend the planned 
WHO/IPCS framework workshop in 2010, resources and time permitting. The aim of the workshop is 
to develop case studies. 

7. The case studies will be presented at a joint RECETOX and Stockholm Convention 
scientific workshop on advances and trends in environmental chemistry, ecotoxicology and risk 

assessment in respect of POPs, which will be organized by RECETOX, the Stockholm Convention and 
the European Chemistry Congress in late May or early June 2011 in Brno, Czech Republic.  

_________________ 


