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Decision 20/COP.2

Consideration of rules 22 and 31 of the rules of procedure

The Conference of the Parties
1. Decides to replace paragraph 1 of rule 22 with the following:

"At the commencement of the first meeting of each ordinary session, a
President, nine Vice-Presidents and the Chairperson of the Committee on Science
and Technology shall be elected from among the representatives of the Parties
present at the session in a manner that every geographical region shall be
represented by at least two members. They shall serve as the Bureau of the
session. One of the Vice-Presidents shall act as Rapporteur. In appointing the
Bureau, due regard shall be paid to the need to ensure equitable geographical
distribution and adequate representation of affected country Parties,
particularly those in Africa, while not neglecting affected country Parties in
other regions. The offices of President and Rapporteur shall normally be subject
to rotation among the regional groups recognized by the practice of the United
Nations."

2. Decides also to replace rule 31 with the following:

"The Chairperson of the Committee on Science and Technology shall be
elected by the Conference of the Parties. Unless the Conference of the Parties
decides otherwise, the Chairperson of any other subsidiary body shall be elected
by the Conference of the Parties. Each subsidiary body shall elect its own four
Vice-Chairpersons, one of whom shall act as Rapporteur. The Chairperson and four
Vice-Chairpersons of such subsidiary bodies shall be elected with due regard to
the need to ensure equitable geographical distribution and adequate
representation of affected country Parties, particularly those in Africa, while
not neglecting affected country Parties in other regions and shall not serve for
more than two consecutive terms."
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