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Welcome and Update by the IKM Team

1. Participants to the meeting were introduced by Ms. Eva Duer.  Mr. Daniel Nixdorf, representing the Caspian Sea (or Tehran) Convention for the first time , was invited to provide an overview of Convention and expressed the Secretariat’s interest in joining the IKM Initiative. Participants welcomed him to the meeting. Ms. Duer provided a brief summary of relevant developments related to the IKM Initiative during the past month(s). 

2. Preparation for the upcoming 6th MEA IKM Steering Committee Meeting – Due to the implementation of UMOJA, it has been difficult to decide on a meeting venue. While there may be a preference to hold the meeting in Montreux during the week of 14 September, an open bid for the venue will be made and the winning bid will be communicated in due course. It was agreed that the Working Group would recommend to the IKM team a preference, depending on cost, availability, date, etc. 

3. Outreach: 
a. Ms. Duer further reported on the  Side Event held at the BRS COPs on 7th May, and relayed to the group the interest expressed by ILO and GEF to participate in the Initiative.
b. Furthermore, Ms. Duer informed participants on the completion of the introductory video on InforMEA (MEA representatives were invited to post the movie on their respective websites and to use it for presentations including during COPs to increase awareness of InforMEA.) 
c. She also reported on 18 additional video recordings made by IISD, featuring  Geneva-based MEA Executive Heads and MEA colleagues, which will be used to produce a video-library on MEAs and Environmental Agreement Concepts.

4. Thesaurus: Ms. Duer spoke on the ongoing work by the IUCN ELC team to compile the initial version of the LEO (Law and Environment Ontology) based on the submissions of terms by the Secretariats in VOCbench,  and that this initial version is expected to be available for review by mid June 2015. 

Updates from participating MEAs

5. CITES: Mr. Marcos Regis Silva reported on the submission of the joint project proposal on cross-linking the CITES and CMS Checklists with the IUCN Redlist, mapping the different taxonomies and, once the taxonomies were mapped, geo-referencing the species. This proposal is waiting final review by partners prior to implementation. The project on ascertaining the feasibility of a track and trace system using GS1 standards was introduced. 

6. Minamata Convention:  Reported on ongoing progress towards the entry into force of the Convention and expressed interest in participating in technical discussions once the Convention comes into force, and in learning more about on-line reporting systems and other issues. 

7. BRS Conventions: Mr. Hortoneda spoke on the InforMEA Side Event at the recent BRS COPs as being well received. He also informed participants that the BRS had developed a mobile App - BRS APP - based on the feeds developed for InforMEA, and a modified version of the Document Schema under discussion by the Working Group. In addition, this App was built on oData version 3. He invited interested MEAs to use, test and improve the App as appropriate, in the context of their meetings. Mr. Hortoneda concluded by informing the gathering that the BRS Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) had been given the green-light at the COPs. Mr. Silva (CITES) confirmed that CITES was interested in using the same kind of App for the upcoming 17th meeting of the CITES COP. 

8. CBD: Mr. de Munck informed participants on the ongoing efforts with regard to the CBD online reporting system with a test version about to be presented for review. He also referred to ongoing efforts to fix the broken InforMEA feed and to re-establish data harvesting from CBD and its Protocols. On E-learning, CBD had provided comments on the Biodiversity Course for consideration. 

9. CMS/AEWA: Mr. Keil thanked CITES for taking the lead in preparing the proposal for the joint CITES/CMS/IUCN project.  He also reported that CMS was currently reviewing their version of the Meeting Registration tool, originally developed for CITES, to enhance it with additional features. Mr. Silva added that the tool could be re-engineered to include document management features for COPs.

Mr. Keil asked about the status of the work related to the Recommendations on Reporting by the IKM Steering Committee, in particularly to the ORS. Ms. Duer informed the meeting that she was in contact with the Project Manager of the ACP-MEAs project on this matter and she proposed that a meeting be convened for those that were interested in the development of the ORS. Mr. Keil then mentioned that CMS had received an invitation to attend the UNEP-WCMC ORS Development User Group Steering Committee meeting.  Mr. Silva had received a similar invitation by UNEP-WCMC. A dedicated meeting on the ORS evolution is tentatively scheduled for 11 June 2015. 


10. UNCCD: Mr. Jeroen Van Dalen expressed interest in the InforMEA e-learning platform and  informed the meeting on ongoing efforts by the Secretariat related to e-learning, i.e. the development of courses on desertification, which are hosted on Sharepoint. 

11. UNCCF: Ms Benitez reported that UNFCCC was busy organizing their upcoming COP. Consequently, it would be challenging for the Executive Secretary to participate in the Informea  video-recordings. She also spoke on ongoing exchanged between the UNFCCC IT team with regard to the pending API implementation. Finally, Ms. Benitez requested that the goals of the Thesaurus be kept in mind during all phases of the project. It  was agreed that a dedicated meeting be held as soon as the first draft of the Thesaurus was available. Furthermore, a dedicated meeting on LEO-issues was scheduled for 25 June 2015 at 1500hrs (CET). 

Discussions 

12. Participants welcomed and thanked CBD colleagues for their comprehensive review of InforMEA. Some points were highlighted and presented to the meeting for consideration: 

a. Proposal for the handling/treatment of meeting data: It was generally agreed that, from a presentation perspective (the view on Informea.org), the decisions of smaller bodies/meetings should be separated from those of COP/MOPs.
b. The handing of contact information: It was determined that different MEAs had not only different titles for their focal points, but also different numbers and roles of these focal points per country. As such, it was agreed that the relevant fields in the API would be reviewed to assess whether these differences had been already taken into account as part of the API, and should be integrated as most appropriate by each MEA, or whether adjustments to the API would have to be made. 

13. Other of points raised in the document included the need to complete the document schema to facilitate the integration of official documents and other resources into the InforMEA system. and a COP-App for meeting participants to Governing Body Meetings, the success of which may warrant a dedicated technical meeting. Also discussed was the need to prepare relevant recommendations to the upcoming 6th MEA IKM SC Meeting including a fund-raising strategy post-2015. 

14. Mr. Keil inquired about the process of compiling information found in the document “Potential component for Fundraising”. The MEA IKM Team clarified that the list of items suggested for fundraising during the next phase were based on the MEA IKM Working Groups’ and Steering Committee’s discussions as well as on recent ideas and interest expressed by institutions such as the GEF. The document has been circulated for the first time ahead of this meeting with a view of receiving some initial feedback and will, once revised with feedback of potential donors, be discussed in more detail ahead and during the 6th MEA IKM Steering Committee Meeting.

Follow Up Activities:

I Initiative/IKM Team: 
- Scheduling of a dedicated meeting on the ORS possibly linking it to the discussions of mapping  reported information to Aichi Targets and SDGs (see 27WGReport) (tentative 11 June 2015)
- A dedicated meeting on the First Thesaurus/LEO Draft (tentative 25 June 2015)
- A dedicated meeting on API adjustments and technical issues/components for Fund Raising
II MEA Secretariats: Introduction and featuring of the InforMEA promotional movie 
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