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Participants: BRS – Osmani Pereira, Julien Hortoneda; CBD- Kata Koppel, Olivier de Munck; CITES – Marcos Silva, IUCN – Alexandra Fante; Eau de Web – Cristian Romanescu; UNEP – Eva Duer,
1. Report by IUCN ELC
Ms. Alexandra Fante presented the current version of the Thesaurus based on the VocBench platform. In particular, she showed how terms can be added and how the hierarchical structure can be reflected.  Ms. Fante also noted recent challenges in reflecting the origin of the terms as presented in a draft alphabetical list of (initially substantive) terms based on the lists received from MEAs in November 2014.
The possibility of uploading separate thesauri by MEAs and their further relationship with the overall LEO thesaurus was discussed, and Ms. Fante indicated that the relevant framework for interconnections is available and yet to be tested.
Mr. Olivier de Munck referred to the importance of the historical value of terms and cautioned against using a delete function. It was suggested to maintain the deleting/cleaning function of the vocabulary, prior to its publication. Ms. Fante suggested that  historic generic terms could be added as “non-preferred term” to specific current terms  (Aichi Targets, etc).  With regard to the issue of  acronyms, which are currently reflected as a non-preferred terms, a possible better solution will be explored. 
2. Technical issues 
Mr. Cristian Romanescu summarized initial challenges with regard to the customization of the tool, in particular the creation of different vocabularies for different MEAs and additional features for terms.
· BRS Secretariat enquired about the option to reimport terms with a clear IDid and then building a certain given search logic. A follow up discussion was agreed between the BRS Secretariat and Eau de Web on this issue. 
· Another issue revisited was the question of flat vocabulary structure in comparison to deeper hierarchies with broad terms. IUCN ELC, which had started drafting of an indexing manual is aware of challenges connected with both concepts and are still considering  the recommended option for for use with the Thesaurus. 
Mr. Marcos Regis Silva and Mr. de Munck agreed to test VocBench and revise  the Thesaurus terminology and provide  feedback on its ease of use and features. 
3. Leo redesign 
Ms. Eva Duer presented new Leo design for review and discussion. Clarification was sought as to why LEO was to be presented in a separate website from InforMEA. It was confirmed that given the involvement of additional institutions (FAO-FAOlex, IUCN- Ecolex, EEA-GEMET and UNEP-DELC), and the rather different target audience from the core audience of InforMEA (MEA focal points), it was considered more appropriate to have a separate website that is accessible from InforMEA (as is the case of the E-learning tool) which can have its own outreach, usability analysis and branding. 
4. InforMEA fund-raising concept note (2nd Phase 2016-2019)
The Thesaurus/LEO component, and the draft concept note for the 2nd Phase of the InforMEA project were discussed.  It was confirmed that the overall financial frame of the concept note was based on the initial framephase. Moreover, the desire to broaden the scope of activities, including further investments in spin off projects, such as collaboration among a number of MEAs on specific projects were also discussed. 
Possible additional activities related to the LEO component of the concept notes were raised, such as
· a global database referring to relevant organizations and experts, similar to existing tools for focal points. Contact was also established with UNTERM, and it will be interesting to consider this database in this context. 
· Mr. Pereira reminded the group that not all MEAs have implemented the API and more efforts and possibly resources should be put into this part of the project implementation
· Mr. Hortoneda suggested to associate API implementation to joint projects that bring MEAs with similar interests together. 
5. Next Steps
· A meeting on voc-bench will be held with FAO and the University that developed and maintains vocbench on 9 July 2015
· A meeting on substantive terms  will be held with reviewers on the 18 August 2015
· A background document for the 6th MEA IKM SC Meeting will be circulated for review in July 2015


 
