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Report



Meeting Participants


Caspian Sea – Daniel NIXDORF, Mateusz BENKO 
CBD – Olivier DEMUNCK,
CMS – Florian KEIL
CITES – Haruko OKUSU
ITPGR-FA – Francisco LOPEZ
Minamata – Sheila LOGAN, Gustav BOETHIUS
Ramsar – Ed JENNINGS
UNCCD –  Joerg van DALEN
UNFCCC –  Rita BENITEZ
UNEP (IKM team) – Eva DUER, Kelly KABIRU, Iddah KAMAU (IKM Team), Maria Elissavet STAVRAKA, Adelene MINELLI

Consultants: Cristian ROMANESCU (Eau de Web)
Regrets : BRS, WHC, UNECE, Ozone, 


Meeting Summary


After welcoming the participants, the IKM team informed the group of Ramsar’s success on implementing the API, and thanked colleagues from the Ramsar Secretariat for their continued commitment and dedication in this regard. Reference was also made to the ongoing efforts by UNFCCC in implementing the decision application programming interface (API). 

Mr. Nixdorf (Caspian Sea) informed the group of the upcoming entry into force of the Protocol Concerning Regional Preparedness, Response and Co-operation in Combating Oil Pollution Incidents ("Aktau Protocol") on 25 July 2016, which will be uploaded and tagged in InforMEA. He further confirmed that a logo has been negotiated to represent the Tehran Convention, which he will share in the appropriate format for inclusion on the InforMEA website.

The IKM team reminded all implementing partners of the need to complete all activities, including reports, by mid-June 2016 in order to allow for an orderly conclusion of the current InforMEA (Phase I) project period by 30 June 2016. 

The IKM team further informed the group that the draft project document for InforMEA Phase II  was submitted to the European Union (EU) and the PMU of the ENRTP/GPGC process at the end of the April 2016, and that feedback was expected by the following week from both the EU and the UNEP Project Review Committee. Ms. Duer indicated that the submission would be recirculated to the group for another round of feedback before it is expected to be finalized in early- to mid-June. 

Ms. Duer took the opportunity to invite the MEAs to consider in more detail Component V of the project document which foresees the support of projects on specific issues building on the work of the MEA-IKM Initiative by several of its members. She invited the MEA representatives to consider possible project areas, such as the harmonization of CMS/CITES annexes and the IUCN Red List, which had been discussed previously. She invited representatives to take advantage of the network of colleagues from like-minded MEAs during the meeting to advance project ideas for this component. 

Outreach material (flyer) ahead of UNEA

With regard to the flyer currently under preparation for dissemination at UNEP UNEA, CITES proposed that the breath and scale of the MEA-IKM Initiative and its MEA members be more visible, which was largely supported by the group.  The IKM team confirmed that, at a minimum, the MEA names would be included on the flyer and the logos on the poster, for which a proposal would be circulated shortly for review. 

Items for discussion at the Steering Committee (Brainstorming on Agenda Items)

The IKM team invited all MEAs to propose items for the meeting agenda, including, but not limited to, the ontology, the e-learning courses, the technical integration of the system (API, Protocol, Document schema, Akoma Ntoso), or any other item, such as the online reporting system (ORS). 

1. Mr. Lopez reiterated that FAO has taken on the lead role in promoting Akoma Ntoso through the UN system, and that should the relevant FAO colleague not be available, the contacts from the University of Bologna would instead be invited to present the work done so far. In this regard, Mr. Romanescu informed that the treaty texts in Akoma Ntoso are available on InforMEA in the treaty section. 

2. Mr. Keil, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Lopez and Mr. de Munck suggested an open session on Drupal and noted its potential to support interoperability among the MEAs using it. It was also suggested that there be a dedicated preparatory phone/Go2Meeting discussion in this regard. 

3. Mr. Lopez (Plant Treaty) and Mr. Keil requested the opportunity to make a presentation on the recent developments of the UNEP-WCMC Online Reporting System, which has been further developed under the EU-funded MEA-ACP project. In this regard, Mr. DeMunck suggested that a component on the interoperability aspect of different online reporting tools be added to the interface. 

4. Mr. Keil and Mr. Jennings suggested that a dedicated session discussing the impact of the SDGs to the work of the MEAs in general and the MEA-IKM Initiative in particular be held. Mr. de Munk emphasized the importance of keeping the discussions at a practical level in light of the already packed agenda and the limited time available. 

5. Mr. de Munck suggested including a presentation on the efforts supported by the CBD at the national level in presenting and tracking national, Aichi and Sustainable Development targets, and how increasingly inter-operable online reporting systems could link to such efforts. 

6. Ms. Benitez (UNFCCC) proposed dedicating some time to considering how ongoing efforts towards an SDG ontology could relate to the LEO Thesaurus and assist in the classification of unstructured data, and how Akoma Ntoso could assist in establishing a vocabulary center at the MEA level which is linked to internal, LEO and SDG vocabularies. 

7. In absence of the BRS Secretariat, the IKM team noted a presentation is planned on the pilot application of the document schema in the context of publications by more than three MEA Secretariats, which is led by the BRS Secretariat with support from EdW and one or two more MEAs.  

8. Mr. de Munck reminded the group of the need to integrate unique identifiers for organizations in the process of having a pilot implementation of the document schema. Mr. Lopez referred to the IPPC’s experience with international standards in identifying publications through digital object identifiers, which, he suggested, could be briefly presented in this context.

9. Ms. Benitez further proposed dedicating some time to considering SEO (search engine optimization) issues, including how mark-up standards developed by Google and Yahoo could link relationships on the web, allowing the MEAs to make better searches (possibly schema.org could be of interest in this regard). It was also considered that SEO be linked to discussions on the outreach and promotion  of InforMEA and its tools. 

10. The IKM team then suggested that a break-out group develop a concept for the e-learning component of the project for the consideration of plenary towards the end of the meeting.

Conclusions

The IKM team thanked the group for their attendance and apologized for the technical difficulties faced during the call.
