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The 11th InforMEA Steering Committee Meeting Recommendations  
 

 

Rec. No. Recommendation Implementation 
Status 

Comments 

Akoma Ntoso 

SCM 
11/1 

Takes note of the Indigo Platform for the 
conversion of documents into 
Akoma Ntoso format and supports its listing 
as a limited standard by UN OICT.   

  

SCM 
11/2 

Recommends that the InforMEA team, with 
the support of the Technical Working Group 
and the participation of interested MEAs, 
continues to investigate and pilot more 
potential business cases for Akoma Ntoso.  

  

Archiving 

SCM 
11/3 

Recommends that Web Archiving 
'awareness', in the context of the organized 
and deliberate preservation of knowledge, 
should be raised within MEA Secretariats.  

  

SCM 
11/4 

Recommends that a demonstration of Web 
Archiving technologies would better inform 
MEAs of capacity and resource requirements 
needed. 

  

SCM 
11/5 

Recommends that funding approaches 
to initiate and sustain Web Archiving 
within/among MEAs needs be further 
reviewed and discussed during the 
intersessional period. 

  

SCM 
11/6 

Recommends that guidance materials 
for Web Archiving e.g., UN policies, 
procedures and regulations be revisited, and 
the security of Web Archiving is further 
researched.  

  

Semantic Indexing and SDGs 
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The Steering Committee recommends that the InforMEA team, with the support of the Working 
Group:  

SCM 
11/7 

Finalize the deployment and configuration 
of PoolParty and existing thesauri to a 
production environment. 

  

SCM 
11/8 

Assist members of the 
initiative to create, review, host and “map” 
members’ thesauri with LEO into PoolParty. 

  

SCM 
11/9 

 “Map” the LEO thesaurus with external 
partners’ thesauri, including SDGs and 
WESR, where applicable and relevant. 

  

SCM 
11/10 

Continue supporting 
the PoolParty community of practice and 
enhancing its guidance document on the 
best practices related 
to PoolParty configuration, possibilities, and 
overall knowledge management standards, 
including use of the “InforMEA tagger”. 

  

SCM 
11/11 

Develop prototypes web applications to 
display aggregated information grouped by 
selected topics, such as a 
“dossiers”, “further resources” or “similar 
decisions”, to be embedded in MEAs web 
pages and on the InforMEA portal, 
where relevant. 

  

SCM 
11/12 

With interested members of the 
initiative explore the feasibility to use the 
“InforMEA tagger” in combination with the 
SDG thesaurus in PoolParty to identify and 
index relevant MEA information against 
SDG indicators. 

  

SCM 
11/13 

With interested members of the initiative 
explore the feasibility to use the 
“InforMEA tagger” to link national 
legislations collected by MEAs with the ones 
collected by ECOLEX and LEAP initiatives. 

  

Context (Digitalization and relationship with World Environment Situation Room -WESR) 

SCM 
11/14 

The Steering Committee invites the 
intersessional working group to review and 
support the implementation of the proposed 
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linkages from WESR to the available content 
on the InforMEA website. 

SCM 
11/15 

In a second step the Steering Committee 
encourages the intersessional working group 
to explore a possible API based data sharing 
between both WESR and InforMEA for a 
more seamless integration of InforMEA 
content. 

  

SCM 
11/16 

The Steering Committee welcomes the 
ambitious agenda of the digital 
transformation process in UNEP and 
requests the InforMEA Team to promote the 
participation of its member MEAs as and 
where appropriate on emerging 
opportunities that pertain to their individual 
and Initiative’s expressed goals. 

  

API Implementation (Technical Collaboration) 

SCM 
11/17 

Recommends that the InforMEA team, with 
the support of the Technical Working Group, 
continues to explore and gather experiences 
on cloud hosting to identify possible options 
for consideration and evaluate the potential 
impact on the work of 
the InforMEA Initiative in the short and long 
term. 

  

SCM 
11/18 

Endorses the implementation, and further 
fine tuning by the Technical Working 
Group as required, of the proposed updates 
to the meeting specifications on 
the InforMEA API Specifications document, 
as presented in the API Implementation 
background document. For example, to 
consider adding language support.  

  

SCM 
11/19 

Recommends that the InforMEA team, with 
the support of the Technical Working Group, 
continues to identify, verify and validate any 
modifications to the Legislation Schema and 
the Jurisprudence schema that would 
accommodate the needs of MEAs 
and InforMEA more comprehensively. 
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SCM 
11/20 

Takes note of the pilot solution for Drupal 8 
websites and those with challenging 
hosting or technical environments and 
allows MEAs to transfer data 
to InforMEA using other restful API 
protocols. 

  

SCM 
11/21 

Requests the InforMEA team, with support 
of the Technical working group, to 
implement and support multiple restful 
APIs where appropriate, and to act as 
guardian to 
avoid proliferation of multiple protocols by 
recommending existing solutions. 

  

SCM 
11/22 

Recognises the need to maintain and keep 
the main data exchange protocol, OData, up 
to date, at the InforMEA server.  

  

SCM 
11/23 

Recommends that the InforMEA Team, with 
support of the Technical Working Group, 
upgrades to the most appropriate version of 
the OData protocol while maintaining 
compatibility with the other versions in use 
by any MEA in the initiative.  

  

SCM 
11/24 

Recognise the central role of InforMEA in 
collating bulk data from various MEAs and 
other data providers, as a repository. 

  

E-Learning 

SCM 
11/25 

Welcomes the interest by academia, the 
judiciary, and legal stakeholders in the e-
learning tool and encourages further 
investments and Co-funding through 
partners towards the platform's sustained 
and continued growth in the context of 
the InforMEA Project and its third phase.  

  

SCM 
11/26 

Encourages MEA Secretariats to actively use 
the platform in the development of 
online courses now facilitated by the new 
interface and to consider from the outset 
the target audience in terms of scope, 
quality control and appropriate 
outreach measures.   
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SCM 
11/27 

Invites the InforMEA Team to proceed with 
the creation of an additional category 
between courses and diploma as “deeper 
level courses” which allow to bring together 
a set of existing modules from different 
courses to cater for a specific learning 
outcome  

  

SCM 
11/28 

Requests the InforMEA team 
to further explore interoperability with 
platforms such as CC:Learn and to ensure 
that any approach in this regard is mutually 
supportive.   

  

SCM 
11/29 

Encourages the InforMEA team 
to proceed with a course for negotiators 
that provides relevant learning for the 
COVID-19 induced move towards online 
diplomacy.   

  

Outreach (Including Joint Calendar and Dashboards) 

COVID-19 Response: 

SCM 
11/30 

Recommends the creation of a joint space 
on InforMEA MS Teams for MEAs to 
exchange good practices and experience 
with tools in the context of conducting 
online meetings and supporting online 
diplomacy.  

  

Dashboards 

SCM 
11/31 

Encourages the formulation of Key 
Performance Indicators that allow delimiting 
the dashboards' scope according 
to InforMEA business goals.  

  

SCM 
11/32 

Prepare a concept note and a roadmap to 
implement the different dashboards based 
on the defined KPIs.  

  

SCM 
11/33 

Continue working to encourage MEAs to 
ensure the accuracy, timeliness, and 
validation of data of a legally binding nature 
provided to InforMEA and make available a 
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disclaimer to advise on situations where 
inaccuracies may inadvertently occur. 

SCM 
11/34 

Reinforce prioritization of reviewing 
InforMEA content (quality control) to make 
sure is accurate, relevant, and up to date 
(i.e., Documents are properly tagged, and all 
APIs are working and reflecting the data of 
MEAs). 

  

SCM 
11/35 

Monitor the data extracted from the 
dashboards to continuously improve the 
information that is displayed on the website. 

  

Outreach 

SCM 
11/36 

The Initiative encourages the InforMEA team 
to finalize the outreach strategy to reflect 
this year’s recommendation and guidance 
received.   

  

SCM 
11/37 

Monitor the communication 
strategy implementation process to get new 
ideas and improve it continuously based on 
data retrieved from different means (web 
analytics, social media insights...).  

  

SCM 
11/38 

Package information about the mission and 
goals of InforMEA that can help MEAs senior 
management and other potential 
ambassadors at the MEA level easily 
understand the knowledge 
management initiative and become more 
aware and involved with InforMEA.  

  

SCM 
11/39 

Encourage as many MEAs and partners as 
possible to implement the meetings service 
API for MEA related events 
harvesting, instead of adding content 
manually for the online calendar. 
(Automated harvesting via API is the 
preferred approach to take).  

  

SCM 
11/40 

Based on the joint calendar implementation, 
look for opportunities to spread 
messages on IKM Highlights through the 
MEAs network.  
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SCM 
11/41 

Continue to engage ambassadors at the 
MEA Secretariats, especially to get 
more support from communication officers.  

  

SCM 
11/42 

Continue to explore ways of cross promoting 
InforMEA with MEA's website and social 
media channels. 

  

Joint UNEP-MEA Online Calendar 

SCM 
11/43 

Implement the necessary enhancements to 
the existing calendar in InforMEA to improve 
user experience and cover the needs 
expressed by several multilateral 
agreements.  

  

SCM 
11/44 

Encourage MEAs to use the API integration 
with the InforMEA calendar to ensure 
updated information on the joint calendar, 
avoiding duplicated or missed data. 

  

SCM 
11/45 

MEA focal points should actively use the 
joint calendar as a single point of 
information to plan upcoming events, 
establish synergies with other MEAs, and 
avoid overlapping meetings.  

  

 


