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As with many MEAs and global environmental meetings this year, the 11th InforMEA Steering 

Committee had to adapt to the circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic and took a different 

form in 2020. Nevertheless, participants connected virtually on range of issues to exchange 

experiences, and to decide on a series of recommendations to guide the work of InforMEA over 

the next year, as the Program embarks on its third phase. 

The meeting was structured around 6 workstreams: (1) The Akoma Ntoso (AKN4UN) UN 

document standard, including tools to convert documents to machine readable format, and use 

cases; (2) Archiving, presenting an approach to web archiving for MEAs; (3) Semantic Indexing, 

discussing capabilities to automatically assign terms to documents, and use cases; (4) Technical 

Collaboration, on the implementation of the schemas, standards, and protocols that facilitate 

automatic exchange of information; (5) E-learning, introducing the new interface, increased 

usage during COVID-19, and new and scheduled courses; and (6) Outreach, including the 

communications products developed in 2020 and the Outreach Strategy for InforMEA Phase III. 

Each workstream convened a separate meeting in advance of the Steering Committee meeting, 

at which the discussions and recommendations of each were presented and endorsed.  

 



The MEA-IKM Program | 11th InforMEA Steering Committee Meeting  
Virtual | 26 November 2020 

Meeting Report 

 

2 

 

I. Background 
 

 

UN Environment has supported the InforMEA Program since 2010. InforMEA currently brings 
together 60 global and regional legally binding treaties from 22 secretariats, hosted by five UN 
organizations and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). InforMEA is also 
open to partners and observers.1  

The InforMEA Program is committed to knowledge sharing and harnessing technological 

advances to support MEAs and their Parties. It has been supported by the European Union since 

2014, and benefits from an ever-growing membership. The purpose of the meeting was to 

obtain the MEA members’ guidance on the Program’s priorities and further development. 

 

II. Meeting Summary 

 

1. The 11th InforMEA Steering Committee Meeting was opened by Mr. Arnold Kreilhuber, 

Acting Director of the UNEP Law Division who welcomed all participants including first time 

attendees, noting he was new to this Initiative as well.  

2. Ms. Elizabeth Maruma Mrema (Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity - 

CBD) welcomed the International Whaling Commission (IWC) as the Program’s newest 

observer. Ms. Mrema assured CBD’s continued commitment to InforMEA, pointing to CBD’s 

work with IPBES, providing hosting space and pioneering the adoption of AKN4UN as a 

transformative tool to improve the way MEAs store and share legal documentation. CBD is also 

happy to be supporting the development of a common global MEAs calendar, especially 

important now with so many virtual meetings, and to align schedules in the future as things 

hopefully begin to improve.  Ms. Mrema also welcomed InforMEA’s work with the Data 

Reporting Tool (DaRT), which will be a pillar in monitoring the Post 2020 Global Biodiversity 

Framework through national reporting. Finally, Ms. Mrema acknowledged the support of the 

EU and UNEP in recognizing early the importance of knowledge management and urged MEAs 

to likewise consider the long-term sustainability of InforMEA in their budget planning. 

3. Dr. Rolph Payet (Executive Secretary, Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

Conventions) reflected that InforMEA is among the earliest tools developed within the digital 

transformation strategy of the UN, and a lot of lessons can be shared from 11 years of 

development. BRS likewise continues to support InforMEA, including recently increasing its 

bandwidth to meet the demands of InforMEA users due to COVID-19. Dr. Payet explained that 

InforMEA is, at its core, a place where knowledge management solutions can be sought, can be 

piloted, and can be jointly implemented. It continues to be a win-win solution for BRS, which is 

 
1 Observers include the IMF, UNDP, UNITAR, the European Environment Agency, UNEP-WCMC, the 
Environmental Management Group, the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), the WTO, and 
the International Whaling Commission (IWC). 
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why it continues to engage in such a strong way. Dr. Payet highlighted the E-learning tool as 

especially important, as COVID-19 has pushed many things online, and in a sense created an 

opportunity to really enhance the impact MEAs have through E-learning.  

4. Ms. Monika Stankiewicz (Executive Secretary, Minamata Convention) observed that the 

notion of multilateralism that kick-started all the MEAs present is also behind InforMEA’s 

development: that we achieve more together. 2020 has been marked by a global pandemic, 

which has accelerated the process to be more digital; MEAs are embracing this process. The 

collective knowledge aggregated by InforMEA is valuable in this regard and will only become 

more valuable in a digital future. Minamata, as a young convention, has the benefit of 

developing to be fully interoperable with InforMEA from the outset, which the Secretariat is 

working to achieve through a new website and other developments. The Secretariat remains 

excited for future opportunities through InforMEA and eager to support. 

5. Ms. Martha Rojas-Urrego (Secretary-General, Ramsar Convention) reflected on the added 

value of being part of InforMEA. First is the achievement of uniform standards, and the network 

of expertise members can tap into. Second is the utility of the platform to MEA Parties, able to 

search by theme what different MEAs have done.  This is also helpful for NGOs and others 

seeking to mobilize action. Third is the ability of InforMEA to multiply and enhance MEAs’ 

outreach – for example access to Ramsar’s website has improved by being part of InforMEA. 

This also applies also to E-learning, particularly in light of COVID-19. 

6. Ms. Ivonne Higuero (Secretary-General, the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora - CITES) emphasized how helpful participating in 

InforMEA has been, pointing to CITES’ ongoing work on online document tagging and building 

country profiles. In addition, as COVID-19 has considerably increased the number of people 

wanting to sign up to online courses, InforMEA provided a much more user-friendly platform to 

be able to present E-learning material. Ms. Higuero suggested InforMEA’s role as community of 

practice will be particularly relevant in terms of online diplomacy. COVID-19 has been a game-

changer in terms of how MEAs will work in the future, and MEAs need to be prepared. 

7. Mr. Carlos Miguel (on behalf of the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 

Latin America and the Caribbean) remarked that as Latin America, the Caribbean, and the 

world focus on green recovery in the wake of the pandemic, InforMEA represents an example 

of collaboration among MEAs and a reflection of the future MEAs want to happen. Mr. Miguel 

welcomed their collaboration with InforMEA to produce E-learning materials about the Escazú 

Agreement. The Escazú Agreement by its nature is designed to promote the implementation of 

other MEAs, and so for this reason InforMEA is fundamental to UNECLAC. 

8. Ms. Alice Hicuburundi (Representative, the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the 

Sea – DOALOS, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) likewise welcomed their 

collaboration with InforMEA to produce a course on biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction.  
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DOALOS looks forward to exploring further areas of collaboration and learning from shared 

experiences on issues like archiving.  

9. Ms. Tatjana Hema (Representative, Mediterranean Action Plan) congratulated InforMEA 

on a well-used and critical platform, especially considering the online community that has 

emerged due to COVID-19. The Mediterranean Action Plan Secretariat has used InforMEA to 

enhance country capacities for managing data knowledge, and in preparing the last meeting of 

its contracting parties through the development of an introductory E-learning course.  

10. Ms. Monica MacDevette (representing the Strategic Approach to International 

Chemicals Management - SAICM) referred to the ongoing work on encouraging communities 

of practice on knowledge for safer environment and health.  

11. Ms. Ludivine Tamiotti (Representative, World Trade Organization - WTO) expressed 

her appreciation for the work InforMEA is doing, including a joint project on the WTO matrix of 

trade-related measures in MEAs. The recently concluded Committee on Trade and Environment 

meeting confirmed how much interest there is within the WTO in the number of environmental 

issues covered by different MEAs. 

12. Dr. Rebecca Lent (Executive Secretary, International Whaling Commission - IWC) 

reflected that over 75 years, the role of the Commission has evolved from essentially managing 

whale operations to now monitoring underwater noise, plastic pollution, ships traffic – so many 

activities that overlap with the mandates of other MEAs.  InforMEA presents opportunities in 

this regard, and the Commission looks forward to being a part of this new family. 

 
III.  Outcomes  
 

Each of the workstreams drafted a set of recommendations which were then endorsed by the 

Steering Committee meeting. They are included in Annex I of this document.  
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