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Summary Meeting Report
I Background 
The sixth meeting of the MEA Information and Knowledge Management Steering Committee was held in Montreux, Switzerland, from 15-17 September 2015. 20 MEA representatives including three Executive Heads from 19 global and regional legal instruments, and seven observer institutions came together in Montreux to agree on the future direction of the Initiative and to launch the Law and Environment Ontology (LEO) (www.informea/LEO). 

II Discussions and Progress
The opening session of the meeting was co-chaired by Elizabeth Mrema, Director of the Division of Environmental Law and Conventions of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and Mr. John E. Scanlon, CITES Secretary General. Mr. Rolph Payet, Executive Secretary of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, Mr. Bradnee Chambers, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Migratory Species also addressed the meeting. A statement by Mr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was presented by the designated representative from the CBD Secretariat. Discussions were held on the second day in three groups and focused on the three pillars of work of the MEA IKM Initiative: 1) e-learning, and the promotion of 2) semantic and 3) technical interoperability for better accessibility of knowledge. The recommendations of the three groups were discussed and endorsed. During plenary, the meeting agreed on a further recommendations on the need for work on development of  archiving standards to assist the MEAs in better organizing their archival materials.  
III Outcomes 

In addition to the launch and endorsement of the Law and Environment Ontology including recommendations related to its technical administration, the Steering Committee also reached consensus on enhanced interoperability of information and data among MEA Secretariats. Elements of the recommendation include the enhancement of the automated information exchange mechanism to include treaty texts and documents, the development of a dedicated App of the InforMEA portal, and automated document tagging against concepts included in LEO.  The meeting also agreed to make the e-learning tool a central metadata repository of MEA training and learning resources and to seek partnerships with academic institutions. With regard to such partnerships, the meeting suggested the establishment of an advisory group with representatives of MEAs and interested universities or research institutions for the development of courses on MEA-related issues, including international environmental governance. Furthermore a community of practice for academia and experts on MEAs could be established using the platform hosting the the e-learning tool. 
With regard to discussions related enhanced collaboration on  organizing, preserving, and providing access to  primary source and historical documents, the Steering Committee requested the establishment of a working group  to formulate a project proposal on cooperation to improve archiving at the MEA Secretariats. The proposal should touch on cooperation with United Nations archives and academic libraries
Lastly, in light of the outcomes of discussions, participants  reviewed a draft concept note for the  next inter-sessional period which will be presented to interested donors in the months following the meeting. 
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