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Annex 

Outline for the development of a practical manual for stakeholders 
to ensure that notifications of transboundary movements meet 
environmentally sound management requirements 

I. Introduction  

1. According to the Basel Convention, transboundary movements (TBM) of hazardous wastes 
and other wastes must follow a Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure. This means that planned 
TBMs must be notified in advance by the exporter to all competent authorities of the countries 
involved and can only be undertaken if all competent authorities have given their written consent to 
the movement. In addition, it must be ensured that the wastes will be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner.  

2. The duties of the stakeholders involved in such a TBM (competent authorities, exporters and 
generators) are described in the Basel Convention. From a purely legal point of view, the required 
procedures for planning and undertaking TBMs of hazardous wastes and other wastes, the situation is 
clear. However, in practice, the situation can be complex and difficult. One of the main difficulties is 
how to ensure that the wastes intended for a TBM will be disposed of in an environmentally sound 
manner. 

II. Objective and scope 

3. The manual to be developed by the expert working group on environmentally sound 
management (ESM) will give its focus to practical guidance for the involved competent authorities, 
exporters and generators. The idea is to develop the manual laid out as kind of a checklist but with 
explanations of the individual points that must be fulfilled when a TBM of hazardous wastes or other 
wastes is notified. In addition, where possible, additional information, options or tips will be 
mentioned and described. 

4. The idea is to develop different checklists for the individual stakeholders concerned with 
TBMs. The manual and the checklists therein should be short, easily readable and provide links to 
more detailed information as required. 

III. Structure  

5. In the following paragraphs, a first idea of the possible structure and content is presented. 

6. Part A of the manual would include a short introductory text highlighting the relevant duties 
for competent authorities, exporters and generators and highlighting the issues which may arise when 
TBMs are notified. 

7. Part B of the manual would include three individual checklists: one for competent authorities 
(of the exporting, of the transit and of the importing countries), a second for the exporters and a third 
for the generators of the hazardous or other wastes. 

8. The expert working group on ESM is requested to provide comments on the proposed structure 
of the manual, including any additions it wishes to make. Following this, a first draft of the manual 
will be developed. 

9. In the appendix to this document, as an example, first ideas are presented as to how the 
checklist for a competent authority of an exporting country is intended to be presented in part B of the 
manual. 
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Appendix 

Part B 

I. Checklist for competent authorities 

Competent authority of the exporting country 

If a competent authority of an exporting country receives a notification for a TBM of hazardous waste or other 
wastes, the following points should be checked in order to ensure that the legal requirements of the Basel 
Convention are fulfilled and it is ensured that the wastes subject to the TBM will be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner. 

 
Checklist 

 
1. Administrative requirements 

Is the notification fully completed?  Yes □     No □ 
Are all countries involved in the TBM notified?  Yes □     No □ 
Are all necessary forms of insurance available?  Yes □     No □ 
-> Link to examples for the calculation of insurance for TBMs 
Is the disposal operation a D-operation (final disposal)?  Yes □     No □ 
-> Explanation when the ban on TBMs is applicable. 
Is the disposal operation a R-operation (recycling/recovery)?  Yes □     No □ 
…  
 

2. Technical requirements 

Does the disposal company have all necessary licenses?  Yes □     No □ 
Does the disposal company have the trained personnel 
for managing the wastes?  Yes □     No □   
…  
 

3. Requirements to ensure the environmentally sound management of the wastes 

How will the wastes technically be treated? 
What will happen with the residues of the disposal operation? 
-> Non-recoverable residues must be compatible for landfilling! 
… 
 

4. Additional possibilities to ensure the environmentally sound management of the wastes 

If it is unclear whether a disposal company can ensure the ESM of the wastes in question, the competent 
authority of the exporting country may impose additional measures. Additional measures are also possible 
directly at the border. 
 
a) Additional requirements made by the competent authority 

-> Explanation of what additional requirements can be made. E.g. one test export will be authorized 
subject to a detailed report of the results of the disposal operation. Additional exports will be subject to 
the results of this report. 
 

b) Independent audit of the disposal company 
-> Explanation of what additional requirements can be made. E.g. one test export will be authorized 
subject to a detailed report of the results of the disposal operation. 
 

c) Additional/special controls at the border 
-> Explanation of how additional/special controls at the border can be made. E.g. special controls/actions 
at the border to check if the wastes intended for export do really correspond to the description on the 
notification. 
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Competent authority of a transit country 

 
If a competent authority of a transit country receives a notification for a TBM of hazardous waste or other wastes, 
the following points should be checked in order to ensure that the legal requirements of the Basel Convention are 
fulfilled. 

Checklist 

… 

Competent authority of an importing country 
 

If a competent authority of an importing country receives a notification for a TBM of hazardous waste or other 
wastes, the following points should be checked in order to ensure that the legal requirements of the Basel 
Convention are fulfilled and it is ensured that the wastes subject to the TBM will be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner. 

Checklist 

… 

II. Checklist for exporters 
 
Exporters planning a transboundary movement of hazardous wastes or other wastes must notify the competent 
authorities of the exporting, importing and transit countries. In order to ensure that the legal requirements of the 
Basel Convention are fulfilled and it is ensured that the wastes subject to the TBM will be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner the following points must be fulfilled. 

Checklist 

… 

III. Checklist for waste generators 

Waste generators intending to dispose of their hazardous wastes or other wastes abroad must ensure the following 
in order to fulfill the legal requirements of the Basel Convention and to ensure that the wastes subject to the TBM 
will be disposed of in an environmentally sound manner. 

Checklist 

… 
 
 

 
___________________ 


