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Establishment of a Basel Convention regional centre for 
training and technology transfer: progress report on the 
establishment of the Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
West and Central Asia in the Islamic Republic of Iran  

 
I. Background 

1. In its decision VI/7, the Conference of the Parties invited the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to develop further and complete the feasibility study for the establishment of the 
Basel Convention Regional Centre for West and Central Asia in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in 
consultation with the countries in the region and the Basel Convention regional centres located in 
China, Egypt, Indonesia and the Russian Federation, with a view to defining the relationship 
between the proposed centre and those centres.  

2. The Conference of the Parties also invited the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to undertake activities to ascertain the needs of the region and the capacity of the proposed 
centre to address such needs. It further requested the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
in consultation with the Secretariat, to submit to the Conference of the Parties for consideration at 
its seventh meeting a final proposal for the establishment of the centre, taking into account the 
agreed basic elements of the framework agreement and the core functions of the Basel 
Convention regional centres. 
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II. Implementation 

3. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran further developed the feasibility study 
for the establishment of the Basel Convention Regional Centre for West and Central Asia in 
accordance with the mandate given to it by the Conference to the Parties at its sixth meeting. The 
Secretariat sent comments and suggestions to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
which, in the Secretariat’s view, might need to be taken into consideration in the study. The 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran submitted a modified version of the feasibility study, 
which is contained in document UNEP/CHW.7/INF/19. 

4. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran undertook activities at the national and 
regional level to evaluate the country’s capacities to host a Basel Convention regional centre, 
through the organization of national workshops, training courses and exhibitions. The first 
national-level workshop was held in April 2003. Following the workshop, a national exhibition 
was organized on 13 July 2003. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran hosted a 
regional meeting on needs assessment on 13 and 14 April 2004. Further detailed information is 
contained in the feasibility study.  

 
III. Proposed action 

5. At its seventh meeting, the Conference of the Parties may wish to consider the feasibility 
study submitted by the Islamic Republic of Iran for the establishment in Tehran of the Basel 
Convention Regional Centre for West and Central Asia and to take any further action in this 
regard. 
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