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Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention 
on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 
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Ninth meeting 
Bali, 23–27 June 2008 
Item 7 (i) of the provisional agenda* 

Implementation of the decisions adopted by the  
Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting: 
legal matters  
 

Designation of competent authorities and focal points 

Note by the Secretariat 

I. Introduction 

1. Pursuant to article 5 of the Basel Convention, Parties are required to designate or establish one 
or more competent authorities and one focal point to facilitate the implementation of the Convention. 

II. Implementation 

2. Based on the information received from Parties and other States pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 
3 of article 5 of the Convention, the Secretariat maintains a list of competent authorities and focal points 
that is posted on the Secretariat’s website (http://www.basel.int).    

3. During 2007–2008, the Secretariat followed up with the relevant authorities of Parties that had 
not designated focal points or competent authorities or both. As at 14 March 2008, 8 Parties had not 
designated a focal point and 20 Parties had not designated a competent authority.  

III. Proposed action 

4. The Conference of the Parties may wish to adopt a decision along the following lines: 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling decision VIII/29 on competent authorities and focal points, 
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1. Calls on Parties to designate competent authorities and focal points for the 
Convention, if they have not done so, and to submit formal designations to the Secretariat by fax 
or post using the attached form1  (annex), including any modifications or additions as they 
occur;  

2. Urges Parties to provide up-to-date contact details of competent authorities and 
focal points to the Secretariat to ensure the efficient transmission of information; 

3. Requests Parties that have designated multiple competent authorities to make 
sufficient information available regarding the functions and geographical area covered by each 
of its competent authorities; 

4. Invites non-Parties and interested organizations to identify contact persons for 
the Convention, if they have not done so, and to submit the relevant information to the 
Secretariat, including any modifications or additions as they occur; 

5. Requests the Secretariat to continue to maintain the list of competent authorities 
and focal points and to post it on the Convention website to facilitate communications 
concerning matters related to the Convention. 

 
1  For reasons of economy, the annex is made available in English only and has not been formally edited. 
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Annex 

Designation of Competent Authority2 and Focal Point3

in accordance with Article 5 of the Basel Convention 
 
The present form is intended to assist Parties in notifying the Secretariat of new designations of Competent Authorities 
or Focal Points.  Parties may, however, continue to transmit such designations by fax or letter, if they wish to do so. 
 

Please send this form duly completed to the Executive Secretary of the  
Secretariat of the Basel Convention by fax (+41-22-797 34 54). 

Kindly note that self-nominations will not be considered. 
 
The form must be completed by an entity duly authorized by your Government to communicate such information to the 
Secretariat, and the information transmitted shall be included in the official records of the Secretariat as the officially 
designated Competent Authorities and/or Focal Points for the purposes of Article 5 of the Convention. 
 

Country name:  
 

Nomination transmitted by: 

First and Last Name:  

Function:  

Government of:  

Signature and official seal:  

  

Telephone number:  

Fax number:  

E-Mail address:  

Date:  

 
Attached is the contact information, transmitted pursuant to Article 5 of the Basel Convention,  
of the newly designated 
 

  Competent Authority(ies) 
  Focal Point 

 

                                                           
2  “Competent authority” means one governmental authority designated by a Party to be responsible, within 
such geographical areas as the Party may think fit, for receiving the notification of a transboundary movement of 
hazardous wastes or other wastes, and any information related to it, and for responding to such a notification, as 
provided in Article 6. 
3  “Focal point” means the entity of a Party referred to in Article 5 responsible for receiving and submitting 
information as provided for in Articles 13 and 16. 
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COMPETENT AUTHORITY* 

Functional title:  

Department:  

Organization:  

  

Address:  

  

City:  

Country:  

Telephone number:  

Fax number:  

E-Mail address:  

Contact person:  

Other information:  
 

* In the case of multiple competent authorities, please include list in an attachment. 
 

FOCAL POINT 

Functional title: 
 

Department:  

Organization:  

  

Address:  

  

City:  

Country:  

Telephone number:  

Fax number:  

E-Mail address:  

Contact person:  

Other information:  
 
 
The Secretariat will acknowledge receipt of the information transmitted, and will make it publicly 
available on the website of the Basel Convention (http://www.basel.int). 
 

 
___________________ 
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