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Resource mobilization and sustainable financing: review of the 
implementation of decision VIII/34 

Note by the Secretariat 

I. Introduction 

1. By decision VIII/34, the Conference of the Parties requested the Secretariat to report to its ninth 
meeting on progress made in the implementation of that decision by identifying other donors and 
funding mechanisms that could support the objectives of the Basel Convention, through new approaches 
to funding and through coordination and collaboration with the secretariats of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade and the Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management. With regard to sustainable financing, the 
Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to enhance efforts to explore and pursue 
opportunities for activities associated with implementation of the Strategic Plan for the Implementation 
of the Basel Convention to be funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), consistent with the 
Facility’s mandate in the relevant focus area.  

II. Implementation 

2. The Secretariat has continued to pursue a number of avenues for resource mobilization, ranging 
from enhancing donor relationships to finding new and innovative funding sources or linkages to special 
funds and funding mechanisms. In addition, the Secretariat has been exploring ways of enhancing 
cooperation between funding bodies or other international groups. As regards cooperation with the 
Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions, future efforts should take into account the recommendations of 
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the Ad hoc Joint Working Group on Enhancing Cooperation and Coordination among the Basel, 
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (see documents UNEP/CHW.9/14 and UNEP/CHW.9/INF/21). 
Possible action is to be decided by the conferences of the Parties of the three conventions in this respect.  

3. In spite of further efforts to support the broadening of the GEF persistent organic pollutant 
“chemicals window”, little progress has been made. There is, nonetheless, nothing to preclude Parties 
from submitting to GEF proposed projects for the disposal of persistent organic pollutant wastes under 
operational programme 14. With respect to other funding sources, it is anticipated that several large 
projects will be funded in the near future. For example, a funding proposal for a project on electrical and 
electronic waste in Africa is in the final stages of approval for processing.    

4. The annex to the present note1 contains a progress report on actions and activities undertaken 
under the resource mobilization programme and elements for resource mobilization and a sustainable 
financing workplan for 2009 and 2010. Section IV to the present document provides proposed elements 
for a workplan for 2009–2010. The key themes under which activities are included are training, 
coordination and collaboration, mainstreaming the objectives of environmentally sound management 
and the Basel control system with the Millennium Development Goals, increasing consistency and 
streamlining of project preparation, requests and bilateral assistance, economics and strategies.  

III. Proposed action 

5. Parties may wish to consider adopting a decision along the following lines: 

The Conference of Parties,  

Acknowledging that resource mobilization and sustainable financing are a stepwise 
process including, among other things, the development of systematic fund-raising efforts, 
consistent identification of changing donor priorities, augmentation of resources through the 
continuous growth in the network of donors and the provision of tools, strategies and training 
assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to enhance their 
efforts to secure sustainable resources, 

Noting with appreciation the extrabudgetary contributions from Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to the resource mobilization programme and to the funding of a senior programme 
officer post to carry out the programme, 

Commending the progress made on resource mobilization and sustainable financing as 
set out in the note by the Secretariat on the review of the implementation of decision VIII/34,2

1. Requests the Secretariat: 

(a) To carry out the elements of the workplan for 2009–2010, as annexed to the 
present decision, as a way to meet the needs of developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition;  

(b) To conduct training activities with the Basel Convention regional centres and 
with countries within the regions to enhance their capacity to gain access to the Global 
Environment Facility and other financing mechanisms; 

(c) To report to the Open-ended Working Group and to the Conference of the 
Parties at its tenth meeting on progress in implementing the present decision and the elements of 
a workplan for 2009–2010;  

(d) To develop a workplan for 2011–2012 for review by the Conference of the 
Parties at its tenth meeting;  

2. Encourages competent authorities and focal points of the Basel Convention:  

(a) To pursue opportunities for coordination at the national level regarding chemical 
and waste management activities, including those put forward under other multilateral 
environmental agreements; 
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(b) To propose projects to the Global Environment Facility that could contribute to 
the implementation of the Stockholm Convention and to capacity-building with regard to the 
Basel Convention; 

(c) To propose projects to the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management Quick Start Programme secretariat for consideration and funding and to the Clean 
Development Mechanism on waste technologies approved by the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change; 

3. Further requests the Open-ended Working Group to monitor implementation of 
the present decision;  

4. Invites Parties and other stakeholders who are in a position to do so to contribute 
to the funding of the Resource Mobilization Programme. 

IV. Resource mobilization and sustainable financing: proposed work 
elements for 2009–2010 

 
Topic Action 

Training 

1.  Resource mobilization training 

 

1. Extend the programme of training workshops on 
resource mobilization. Based on the workshop conducted 
in Nairobi from 3 to 7 December 2006, the workshop 
curriculum will be extended to cover the Rotterdam and 
Stockholm conventions in cooperation with the two 
secretariats. It would then be tested and replicated, as 
appropriate, throughout regions and subregions.  

Coordination and collaboration 

2. Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions 2. Explore how the three conventions could work 
together and pursue activities to identify ways to increase 
financial resources for capacity-building through creative 
financing mechanisms, strategies or methods. This work 
will take into account decision VIII/34, outputs of the Ad 
hoc Joint Working Group on Enhancing Cooperation and 
Coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions set out in UNEP/CHW.9/14 and 
UNEP/CHW.9/INF/19 and possible action to be decided 
by the conferences of the Parties of the three conventions 
in this respect.  

3. United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

3. Provide Parties with further information on 
technologies approved under the Clean Development 
Mechanism and provide such information on the website. 
There is an abundance of venture capital funds and other 
financing mechanisms widely available to fund approved 
technologies.  

4. United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, United 
Nations Development Programme, World 
Bank and other development and 
environment financial institutions 

4. Explore and broaden cooperation and collaboration 
on specific projects or programmes. Initiate coalitions or 
strategic partnerships for technical transfer and 
capacity-building activities at the country, regional or 
global level. Enhance collaboration through 
memorandums of understanding, partnerships or other 
agreements. 

5. Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of 
the Montreal Protocol 

5. Boost cooperation and facilitate more regional 
projects on the destruction of electronic and electrical 
products containing ozone-depleting substances, among 
other things. 
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Mainstreaming and Millennium Development Goals 

6. Mainstreaming hazardous and other wastes 
into national development plans and 
demonstrating links to the Millennium 
Development Goals 

6. Undertake activities to further information-sharing 
and understanding by donors of the Basel Convention and 
its crosscutting nature. Continue to demonstrate, through 
bilateral discussions, information documents, brochures 
and meetings, how actions to implement the Convention 
also support the Millennium Development Goals.  

7. Undertake actions to continue to help Parties by 
providing materials and other support so as to integrate 
the environmentally sound management of hazardous and 
other wastes into development plans and poverty 
reduction strategy papers. Seek ways to help Parties 
access official development assistance more effectively 
by promoting the goals and objectives of the Basel 
Convention, which should be included on the agenda of 
development assistance meetings, by raising awareness at 
development assistance and other relevant forums and 
through ministerial and other high-level meetings.  

8. Seek new and creative ways to raise awareness and 
to demonstrate how actions to implement the Convention 
also support the Millennium Development Goals. Prepare 
documents and brochures and participate in meetings to 
present such information actively. 

9. Update the website regularly and provide links to 
websites that provide further information on integrating 
hazardous waste management into development plans and 
poverty reduction strategy papers. 

Increasing consistency and streamlining of project preparation and requests and bilateral assistance 

7. Trust Fund to Assist Developing Countries 
and Other Countries in Need of Technical 
Assistance in the Implementation of the Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal 

10. Align the Strategic Plan 2010–2020 and the Trust 
Fund with a set of streamlined priorities to help guide 
donors’ understanding of the Convention’s priorities. 
Efforts to provide criteria for project funding under the 
Trust Fund could help to streamline the number of 
projects still listed in the Trust Fund yet for which little or 
no funding has been provided for a number of years.  

11. Explore further how the UNEP 13 per cent 
programme support cost can be reduced, and/or a portion 
returned for use on projects (see 
UNEP/SBC/BUREAU/7/3/14 for further details). Further 
discussions with UNEP to be conducted by the Executive 
Secretary. 

8. Project fund-raising 

 

12. Provide advice and a specific funding strategy for 
directors of the Basel Convention regional centres and 
Parties on fund-raising for capacity-building projects 
aligned with strategic plan focus areas. Facilitate the 
development of strategies for particular large-scale 
projects.  

9. Project proposal format and themes 13. Disseminate actively materials on project 
development and resource mobilization strategies to Basel 
Convention regional centres and Parties. Assurance of 
Secretariat use of coordinated packages for funding 
requests. 
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Economics 

10. Guide on cost-benefit analysis on the 
implementation of the Basel Convention and 
environmentally sound management. 

14. Draft document for review by Parties and finalize 
document for distribution and use by Parties. Finalize and 
distribute Guide widely. Raise awareness and assist Basel 
Convention regional centres to carry out training and 
disseminate activities as necessary. 

Strategies 

11. Fund-raising strategy 15. Finalize the strategy; disseminate it actively to 
Parties and Basel Convention regional centres and 
implement it. 

12. Resource mobilization strategy 16. Update and refine strategy including the outcome of 
the June 2008 donors meeting. 

13. UNEP Medium-term Strategy and the Bali 
Strategic Plan for Technology Support and 
Capacity-building 

17. Explore linkages for technology support and 
capacity-building relating to needs of developing country 
Parties and Parties that are countries with economies in 
transition. 

Donor relations 

14. Donor meetings 18. Hold two donor meetings over the biennium. 

15. Enhance and extend strategic relations and 
sustainable partnerships  

19. Undertake further work with international bodies and 
funding facilities and bodies, including member States of 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, which have an active bilateral development 
assistance programme.   

20. Identify new bilateral partnerships with developed 
countries, foundations and other funding organizations.  

16. Donor database 21. Finalize database available on website and provide 
regular updates and new information. 

17. Extend network 22. Actively search out and identify new possible 
funding mechanisms and innovative funding scenarios 
and entry points to assist Parties to enhance capacities to 
meet the Convention’s requirements. 

 

18. Strategic donor focus, identify entry points 
and lines of access for developing countries 
and countries with economies in transition 
and strategic plan focal area and programme 
partnerships 

23. Explore strengthening links and strategic 
relationships with the Asian Development Bank, African 
Development Bank, Council of Europe Development 
Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, Inter-American Development Bank and 
Caribbean Development Bank, among others.  

Awareness-raising and information 

19. Develop information tools and packages; 
raise awareness 

24. Continue outreach on the Convention, access and 
entry points through the Millennium Development Goals 
and other topical themes, since hazardous and other 
wastes management is a cross-cutting theme.  

25. Participate in programmes and meetings in search of 
new and innovative entry points to support and further the 
goals and objectives of the Basel Convention.  

26. Undertake further work to develop a holistic 
fund-raising approach with the Basel Convention regional 
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centres and Secretariat.  

27. Prepare brochures and documents to boost resource 
mobilization efforts.  

20. Avoid duplication 28. Set up a tracking and coordination system to avoid 
duplicative requests and requests for funding of the same 
project to the same donors. Extend communication 
through the website and other active means to ensure 
project proposals are visible to donors to help reduce 
competition for similar actions. (This can help to avoid 
duplicative projects being developed and presented for 
funding by other organizations and bodies.) 
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Annex 

Progress report on actions and activities undertaken under the 
resource mobilization programme 
 

Table 1 – Progress Report on Resource Mobilization and Sustainable Financing 

Topic Action 

Training 

1. Resource Mobilization 
Training 

The United Kingdom provided funding to the Secretariat to 
undertake a pilot regional workshop on resource mobilization for 
the English-speaking Africa region, which took place in Nairobi 
from 3 to 7 December 2007, following the eighth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. Training was provided and key 
methodologies and strategies were presented that could help 
facilitate resource mobilization efforts nationally. The workshop 
also provided training sessions on themes such as how to develop 
and manage projects and access strategies for different types of 
funding mechanisms, including the Global Environment Facility 
(GEF). Information on the workshop, including all presentations, 
can be found on the Basel Convention website. 

2. Extension of training in 
collaboration with Stockholm 
and Rotterdam Conventions 

Following completion of a training workshop programme on 
resource mobilization following COP 8 for English speaking 
Africa was adapted based on the results of the workshop and the 
curriculum was modified.  In addition, the curriculum for the 
training programme was expanded to address aspects the 
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. 

Coordination and Collaboration 

3. UNFCCC The Secretariat has undertaken further work in exploring linkages 
through the environmentally sound management of hazardous and 
other wastes, climate change and energy. Document 
UNEP/CHW/OEWG/6/INF/20 on climate change linkages 
provides a basis for further discussion on access to the Clean 
Development Mechanism and other avenues that could be pursued 
to strengthen the links with climate change and energy 
programmes, and associated funding mechanisms. Following the 
COP of the UNFCCC, November 2007, an information document 
is provided to inform Parties about the Bali Action Plan and the 
type of technologies approved under the UNFCCC for the waste 
sector that could meet technical transfer and capacity building 
needs of the Climate Change Convention, including for CDM and 
Carbon trading, and the Basel Convention. In the development and 
implementation of such technologies, funding opportunities 
through venture capital and other mechanisms could abound 
(UNEP/CHW.9/INF/32 - UNFCCC Bali Action Plan and the 
Basel Convention: technology transfer, CDM and JI) 

4. Montreal Protocol Multi-lateral 
Fund 

Discussions with the CEO of the Montreal Protocol and its 
Executive Committee to the Multi-lateral Fund are ongoing.  
Analysis of the potential for Parties to apply for funding for 
capacity building and technical transfer projects are underway 
(currently projects can be proposed through the National Ozone 
Officers).  With respect to COP decisions on ozone depleting 
substances not falling under Basel control system (Decisions II/15 
and III/15), there is nothing that precludes Parties from applying to 
the MLF for support in the ESM destruction of products with 
ozone depleting substances. The Fund is managed by an Executive 
Committee with an equal representation of seven industrialized 
and seven Article 5 countries which are elected annually by a 
Meeting of the Parties. The Committee reports annually to the 
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Table 1 – Progress Report on Resource Mobilization and Sustainable Financing 

Topic Action 
Meeting of the Parties on its operations. Financial and technical 
assistance is provided in the form of grants or concessional loans 
and is delivered primarily through four 'implementing agencies'3:  

Parties are encouraged to consider this mechanism as the 
Fund provides finance for activities including the closure of ODS 
production plants and industrial conversion, technical assistance, 
information dissemination, training and capacity building aimed at 
phasing out the ODS used in a broad range of sectors.  For further 
information on the Multi-lateral Fund refer to: 
http://www.multilateralfund.org/policy.htm

5. Global Environment Facility Executive Secretary attended GEF Council meetings in 2007 and 
initiated discussion with many Council Members to promote their 
support of the sound management of chemicals framework 
strategy that could expand the current GEF window to include 
chemical and waste management. It was reported that there was 
not strong support for the extension of the window at the Counsel 
meeting. Nonetheless, Parties are encouraged to submit projects to 
GEF that address wastes subject to Article 6 of the Stockholm 
Convention and asked to continue to support the broadening of 
their GEF window through their national representative.     

6. The Global Fund Discussions undertaken with representatives of the fund and its 
operations. Parties can apply for project funding to the fund 
through the country coordination mechanism. With linkages to 
biomedical waste from AIDs contaminated needles, to the spread 
of malaria from used tyres laying around in tropical climates as 
waste receptacles, there are many entry points. While the fund is 
directed at fighting AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, there are 
many linkages to the objectives and capability building an 
technology transfer objectives of the Basel Convention.  From 
2002, 10.07 billion dollars was committed to over 520 
programmes in 136 countries.   

7. Develop Strategic Partnerships Develop strategic partnerships with FAO, Multilateral Fund of the 
Montreal Protocol (electronic and electrical wastes), World Bank, 
OECD ( particularly, Development assistance, ODA, Paris 
Declaration and ICTs and development policy, policy cohesion, 
heath and Development), UNESCO, UNIDO, UNDP and other 
bodies, financial institutions and foundations. 

Bi-lateral Assistance, increasing consistency and streamlining of project preparation and requests 

8. Donors meeting 1st Donors meeting to be held, 21 June, 2008. 

9. Trust Fund to Assist 
Developing Countries and 
Other Countries in Need of 
Technical Assistance in the 
Implementation of the Basel 
Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary  Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal 

Information on contributions to the Basel Convention Trust Fund 
for Capacity Building for the past 15 years can be found in 
UNEP/CHW.9/INF/31.  This chart indicates the key themes on 
which extra-budgetary funding has been provided along with the 
amounts. Further details on contributions can also be found in the 
same document. 

Funding has been provided for a number of focal areas of the 
Strategic Plan. Extra budgetary contributions to the Trust Fund 
have been spread across a number of activities including 
developing country costs for participation in Convention meetings, 
projects and activities.  As the new strategic plan is developed for 

                                                           
3  The four implementing agencies are: United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) World Bank. 
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Table 1 – Progress Report on Resource Mobilization and Sustainable Financing 

Topic Action 
2010-2020 period, it would be beneficial if clear priority areas 
were to be developed in a way that donors can provide funding to 
a thematic area and is not restricted to a specific project.   

Moreover, as raised in the report found at UNEP/CHW.8/INF/254, 
non earmarked contributions could allow the Secretariat to 
allocate funding to programmes and activities on a priority and 
needs basis.    

10.   Bilateral assistance The Secretariat is exploring avenues to form more strategic 
partnerships for facilitating bilateral assistance and support to 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition to 
enhance their ability to participate in meetings of the Convention, 
and conduct training and capacity-building. This activity helps to 
enhance sustainable financing as longer-term framework 
agreements can be established.  

11. Anticipated Project Funding* 

 

Anticipate: 1.6 million for E-waste in Africa, 3rd qtr 2008, 1.2 
million/4 years cooperative agreement for Mercury. Caribbean 
Obsolete Pesticides 3rd qtr 2008 from FAO anticipated. 

See document UNEP/CHW.9/4 for further information on 
contributions to Trust Fund for particular projects and 
UNEP/CHW.9/INF/31. 

12. Fundraising strategy Draft strategy is presented as document UNEP/CHW.9/INF/34. 

13. Outreach and streamlining of 
project proposals format  

Created new format for consistent appearance and organization of 
project proposals from the Convention for fund raising. 
Applications for specific funding mechanisms would need to 
adhere to specific application procedures   Donor brochure 
developed with project summaries and a web page was developed 
on Basel web site summarizing key funding needs. Since COP 
VIII, there has been an active focus to move away from ad hoc 
approaches for random funding requests towards the development 
of strategic relations with donors through partnerships, MOUs and 
other special relations for more sustainable financial 
arrangements. 

Publication of brochure titled: Our sustainable future: the role of 
the Basel Convention with a target audience of donors. Broad 
dissemination for use by Parties to illustrate cross cutting nature 
and new entry points for financial support of projects relating to 
the Basel Control System and the environmentally sound 
management of hazardous and other wastes.  This document also 
supports mainstreaming efforts and linkages of Basel Convention 
efforts to the MDGs . 

Economics:  Costs and Benefits  

14. Economics:  Guide for 
Governments on cost-benefit 
analysis on the implementation 
of the Basel Convention. 

Development of a guide for governments wishing to carry out 
cost-benefit analysis on the implementation of the Basel 
Convention and environmentally sound management, including 
costs of inaction. 

Annotated table of contents for review and comment by Parties 
UNEP/CHW.9/INF/33 - Framework for Economic Analysis. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                
4  For further information, document UNEP/CHW.8/INF/25 states:  Donor-driven contributions usually 
carry earmarking or theme-based restrictions that affect the discretion and flexibility in the use of funds to 
implement Convention priorities. sustainability and predictability of the fund, the Secretariat is constrained to 
identifying grant opportunities on an ad hoc basis that is driven more by the nature of earmarked contributions 
received than country-driven demand. Earmarked funding is, by its nature, difficult to predict, and the Secretariat 
finds it a challenge to “regularize” activities against transparency and accountability criteria.   
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Table 1 – Progress Report on Resource Mobilization and Sustainable Financing 

Topic Action 
Costs of inaction key focus in draft document. 

Mainstreaming and MDGs 

15. MDGs and Mainstreaming 
hazardous and other wastes into 
National Development Plans 
and enhancing links to MDGs 

Activities to further information and understanding of donors and 
others have continued in order to demonstrate how actions to 
implement the Convention also support the Millennium 
development goals. 

Provision of information on links to integrating hazardous waste 
management into development plans and poverty reduction 
strategic papers (PRSPs) can provide a key access point to official 
development assistance.  

 
 
 

_______________ 
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