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 Background 
 
Implementing BRS needs the involvement of several government bodies, for example, following  in 
addition to the Ministry of Environment, Ministries of Agriculture, Health, Industry, Energy, Commerce 
etc. have direct mandates on the issues dealt by these Conventions. In addition to the government 
agencies other sectors such as industries and the civil society have their role to play at national level 
implementation of the mandates of these conventions as well. Many countries do have some kind of 
interagency coordinating mechanism but with various degrees of effectiveness. Many have advisory role 
but lack the authority hence have not been very effective.  
 

 List of participants in the working group 

 
Facilitator: Ms. Ramesh Wijaludchumi, Ministry of Science, Technology and Research, Sri Lanka 
Other panel members: Ms. Aïta Sarr Seck, Ministere de l'Environnement et du Développement 
Durable, Senegal, and Mr. Hassan Azhar, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Maldives, and Ms. Li 
Gu, Ministry of Environmental Protection of China 
Secretariat resource persons: Suman Sharma, Cherryl Andre de la Porte 
Governments: Afghanistan, Albania, Burkina Faso, Congo, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, Lebanon, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Panama, Paraguay, Vietnam 
Rapporteur: Timo Seppälä, Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), Finland 

 

 Key themes, issues and highlights 

 
- Inter-ministerial/interagency coordination mechanism is needed 
- Ratification is one thing but implementation is another hence the mandates of the Conventions are 

needed to be internalized into national legislations 
- There should be a lead Ministry in the coordinating mechanism 
- The coordinating mechanism/committee should meet on a regular basis  
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- The coordinating mechanism should have a legal authority 
- Such a mechanism should take into account of the need of private sector/industries, a trust should 

be there 


