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(i) Decision SC-8/13, on the review of information related to specific exemptions for 
decabromodiphenyl ether; 

(j) Decision SC-8/14, on the review of information related to specific exemptions for 
short-chain chlorinated paraffins;  

(k) Decision SC-8/25, on from science to action. 

3. The present note, including its annexes, has not been formally edited. 

Decision SC-8/4: Evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers pursuant to paragraph 2 
of parts IV and V of Annex A to the Stockholm Convention 

4. In decision SC-8/4, the Conference of the Parties took note of the report by the Secretariat for 
the evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers1 and noted from the report that brominated 
diphenyl ethers had been detected in a range of articles in use, including plastic toys that were not 
subject to flammability requirements, which suggested that their presence is unintentional and possibly 
a consequence of the recycling of plastics containing brominated diphenyl ethers. The Conference of 
the Parties urged Parties to take determined steps to ensure that brominated diphenyl ethers were not 
introduced into articles in which their presence would pose a risk of human exposure, in particular 
consumer products such as children’s toys. The Conference of the Parties also encouraged Parties to 
collect information on the types and quantities of brominated diphenyl ethers in articles in use and in 
the waste and recycling stream and on measures taken to ensure their environmentally sound 
management pursuant to Article 6 of the Convention and, where appropriate, parts IV and V of Annex 
A to the Convention, and to make that information available to the Secretariat.   

5. In paragraph 8 of decision SC-8/4, the Conference of the Parties decided to undertake an 
evaluation of progress that Parties have made towards eliminating brominated diphenyl ethers 
contained in articles and a review of the continued need for specific exemptions for those chemicals at 
its tenth meeting, pursuant to paragraph 2 of parts IV and V of Annex A to the Convention and in 
accordance with the process set out in the annex to decision SC-6/3 and the schedule set out in the 
annex to decision SC-8/4. 

6. According to the abovementioned process and schedule, Parties are invited to submit 
information on brominated diphenyl ethers to the Secretariat by December 2019. The Secretariat is to 
prepare a draft report on the evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers which will be 
presented to the Committee for it to provide comments at its sixteenth meeting in October 2020. 

Decision SC-8/5: Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride 

7. In paragraph 1 of decision SC-8/5, the Conference of the Parties welcomed the consolidated 
guidance on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid and its related chemicals2 developed by the 
Committee, which the Committee in its decision POPRC-12/6 had decided to make use of when 
carrying out the assessment of alternatives to PFOS, its salts and PFOSF in accordance with the 
process set out in the annex to decision SC-6/4.  

8. In paragraph 4 of decision SC-8/5, the Conference of the Parties invited Parties and others to 
submit to the Secretariat, by 15 February 2018, the following information for use by the Secretariat in 
preparing its next report on the evaluation of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and 
perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride in accordance with paragraph 6 of the annex to decision SC-6/4 and 
by the Committee in its future updating of the guidance on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic 
acid and its related chemicals: 

(a) Information on the production and use of sulfluramid;  

(b) Information on local monitoring of releases of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid from the 
use of sulfluramid;  

(c) Information on research on and the development of safe alternatives to perfluorooctane 
sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride as stipulated in paragraph 4 (c) of part III 
of Annex B to the Convention. 

9. This matter will be discussed under item 5 (c) of the provisional agenda. 

                                                            
1 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/12. 
2 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/INF/15/Rev.1.  
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Decision SC-8/6: Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases of Dioxins, Furans 
and Other Unintentional Persistent Organic Pollutants and guidelines and guidance on best 
available techniques and best environmental practices 

10. In paragraph 4 of decision SC-8/6, the Conference of the Parties adopted the workplan and the 
terms of reference for the review and updating of the Toolkit and the guidelines and of guidance on 
best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practices (BEP) set out respectively in 
annexes I and II to the decision.  

11. In accordance with the terms of reference, adopted as set out in annex II to the decision, the 
experts on the Toolkit and on BAT and BEP are to exchange relevant information and harmonize 
activities with the work of other technical and scientific bodies under the Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm conventions. The terms of reference make reference to the Committee’s work, in particular 
on alternatives to listed persistent organic pollutants, and specify that this work would be taken into 
account in the review and updating process. Pursuant to the abovementioned workplan, the experts on 
the Toolkit and on BAT and BEP are, among other things, to continue to collect and evaluate relevant 
new information on BAT and BEP for PFOS, its salts and PFOSF, polybrominated diphenyl ethers 
and hexabromocyclododecane, made available by Parties and others, including on available chemical 
and/or non-chemical alternatives as identified by the Committee, for eventual further updating of the 
relevant guidance documents.  

Decision SC-8/8: Implementation plans 

12. In paragraph 9 of decision SC-8/8, the Conference of the Parties requested the Secretariat, in 
consultation with the Committee and the experts on best available techniques and best environmental 
practices, taking into account comments from Parties and others, and subject to the availability of 
resources, to develop draft guidance documents on alternatives for the phase-out of the chemicals 
listed by the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting in decisions SC-8/10 and SC-8/11 for 
consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting.  

Decision SC-8/9: Operation of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 

13. By its decision SC-8/9, the Conference of the Parties appointed the 14 designated experts3 to 
serve as members of the Committee with terms of office commencing on 5 May 2016 and also 
appointed the 17 designated experts listed in the annex to the decision to serve as members of the 
Committee with terms of office commencing on 5 May 2018. This matter will be considered under 
item 3 of the provisional agenda.  

14. In paragraph 5 of decision SC-8/9, the Conference of the Parties invited the Conference of the 
Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal to consider enhancing the involvement of experts working under the Basel 
Convention in the work of the Committee. It also invited the Committee to strengthen the involvement 
of experts working under the Basel Convention in its work to facilitate its receipt of improved 
information on waste and disposal issues and requested the Secretariat to facilitate the involvement of 
such experts.  

15. In paragraph 9 of decision SC-8/9, the Conference of the Parties requested the Secretariat to 
continue, subject to the availability of resources, to assist the Committee in collecting information on 
persistent organic pollutants in products as necessary for its review of chemicals and to provide Parties 
with guidance on labelling for the chemicals listed in Annexes A and B and to collaborate, as 
appropriate, with relevant international efforts such as the Chemicals in Products project of the United 
Nations Environment Programme.  

Decision SC-8/10: Listing of decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial mixture, c-decaBDE) 

16. By its decision SC-8/10, the Conference of the Parties took note of the recommendation by the 
Committee and decided to list decabromodiphenyl ether (BDE-209) present in commercial 
decabromodiphenyl ether (CAS No: 1163-19-5) in Annex A to the Convention with specific 
exemptions. In addition, the Conference of the Parties adopted decision SC-8/13 on review of 
information related to specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl ether. 

Decision SC-8/11: Listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins  

17. By its decision SC-8/11, the Conference of the Parties took note of the recommendation by the 
Committee and decided to list short-chain chlorinated paraffins in Annex A to the Convention with 

                                                            
3 See UNEP/POPS/POPRC.9/INF/4 and UNEP/POPS/POPRC.10/INF/3. 
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specific exemptions. In addition, the Conference of the Parties adopted decision SC-8/14 on review of 
information related to specific exemptions for short-chain chlorinated paraffins. 

Decision SC-8/12: Listing of hexachlorobutadiene 

18. By its decision SC-8/12, the Conference of the Parties took note of the recommendation by the 
Committee and decided to list hexachlorobutadiene in Annex C to the Convention.  

Decision SC-8/13: Review of information related to specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl 
ether 

19. In decision SC-8/13, the Conference of the Parties invited Parties listed in the register of 
specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl ether, all Parties and others, as appropriate, to submit to 
the Secretariat, by December 2019, the information specified in paragraphs 1–3 of the decision related 
to the continued need for the specific exemption for decabromodiphenyl ether and requested the 
Secretariat to make that information available to the Committee by January 2020.  

20. The Conference of the Parties requested the Committee, subject to the availability of resources, 
to analyse the information submitted by Parties and others and any other pertinent and credible 
information available and to prepare a report, including any recommendations, for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties.  

21. The Conference of the Parties decided, if any request is received from a Party for an extension 
of an exemption in the register in accordance with paragraph 1 of the review process set out in the 
annex to decision SC-3/3, to take into account the report and the recommendations prepared by the 
Committee, when undertaking its review of entries in the register of specific exemptions for 
decabromodiphenyl ether.  

Decision SC-8/14: Review of information related to specific exemptions for short-chain 
chlorinated paraffins 

22. In decision SC-8/14, the Conference of the Parties invited Parties listed in the register of 
specific exemptions for short-chain chlorinated paraffins, all Parties and others, as appropriate, to 
submit to the Secretariat, by December 2019, the information specified in paragraphs 1–3 of the 
decision related to the continued need for the specific exemption for short-chain chlorinated paraffins 
and requested the Secretariat to make that information available to the Committee by January 2020.  

23. The Conference of the Parties requested the Committee, subject to the availability of resources, 
to analyse the information submitted by Parties and others and any other pertinent and credible 
information available and to prepare a report, including any recommendations, for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties.  

24. The Conference of the Parties decided, if any request is received from a Party for an extension 
of an exemption in the register in accordance with paragraph 1 of the review process set out in the 
annex to decision SC-3/3, to take into account the report and the recommendations prepared by the 
Committee, when undertaking its review of entries in the register of specific exemptions for short-
chain chlorinated paraffins.  

Decision SC-8/25: From science to action 

25. By decision BC-13/22 of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, decision RC-
8/15 of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade and SC-8/25 of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention, the conferences of the Parties emphasized that 
through their subsidiary bodies, expert groups and other related mechanisms, including with other 
partners, the necessary processes are in place to ensure science-based work and decision-making under 
the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain 
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade and the Stockholm Convention and 
welcomed their work in that regard.  

26. The conferences of the Parties requested the Secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, 
and in collaboration with regional centres, as appropriate, to undertake capacity-building and training 
activities to support Parties in science-based decision-making and action in the implementation of the 
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions.  

27. Taking note of the Secretariat's draft road map for further engaging Parties and other 
stakeholders in informed dialogue for enhanced science-based action in the implementation of the 
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conventions,4 the conferences of the Parties requested the Secretariat, by 30 September 2017, to 
further revise the draft road map with a focus on moving from multilateral dialogue to action at the 
national and regional levels. Parties and others were invited to submit comments on that further 
revised road map by 28 February 2018. Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions 
were further invited to nominate through their bureau representatives up to four experts per United 
Nations region, by 30 June 2017, to assist the Secretariat in further revising the draft road map. The 
Secretariat was requested to prepare a final draft for consideration by the conferences of the Parties to 
the three conventions at their next meetings.  

                                                            
4 UNEP/CHW.13/INF/50-UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.8/INF/35-UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/52, annex I. 
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Annex I 

Excerpt from the report of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants on the work 
of its eighth meeting1 

 E. Listing of chemicals in Annex A, B or C to the Convention 

106. Introducing the sub-item, the President said that the process for listing chemicals in the 
annexes to the Convention was at the heart of the Convention. Under the sub-item the Conference of 
the Parties would discuss developments in the work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 
Committee and recommendations by the Committee to list chemicals in the annexes to the 
Convention.  

 1. Developments in the work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee: 
membership of the Committee, cooperation between the Committee and other scientific 
bodies and effective participation in the work of the Committee 

107. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the matter, outlining the information in 
document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/12, recalling that the 14 members of the Committee nominated at the 
seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties in accordance with decision SC-7/15 had begun their 
terms of office on 5 May 2016 subject to appointment by the Conference of the Parties at the current 
meeting. The terms of the remaining 17 members of the Committee would expire on 4 May 2018, and 
the Conference of the Parties was invited to appoint their successors at the current meeting. 

108. Mr. Zaigham Abbas (Pakistan), Vice-Chair of the Committee, then reported on the 
Committee’s work at its eleventh and twelfth meetings, which had taken place in October 2015 and 
September 2016, respectively, noting that the main role of the Committee, as stated in Article 8 of the 
Convention, was to review chemicals recommended for listing in the annexes to the Convention and 
observing that information provided by Parties and observers was critical to its ability to make sound, 
science-based decisions. During the two meetings, he reported, the Committee had concluded its 
review of decabromodiphenyl ether and short-chain chlorinated paraffins and was recommending that 
they be listed in Annex A to the Convention. In accordance with decision SC-7/11 it had also further 
evaluated hexachlorobutadiene (previously listed in Annex A to the Convention without specific 
exemptions by decision SC-7/12) on the basis of newly available information in relation to its possible 
listing in Annex C to the Convention. The Committee had also reviewed dicofol and 
pentadecafluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts and PFOA-related compounds and would consider risk 
management evaluations for them at its thirteenth meeting, in October 2017; had reviewed and 
commented on a draft report by the Secretariat on the evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl 
ethers; and had finalized guidance on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) and its 
related chemicals for its use in assessing alternatives to PFOS in accordance with the process set out 
in the annex to decision SC-6/4. 

109. In the ensuing discussion one representative, speaking on behalf of a group of countries and 
saying that it was important to strengthen the involvement of experts working under the Basel 
Convention in the work of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee in order to ensure the 
consideration of relevant information on waste and disposal issues, introduced a conference room 
paper proposing amendments to the draft decision in document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/12. Another 
representative proposed an additional amendment aimed at encouraging Parties and others to provide 
information on waste and disposal issues and to involve their Basel Convention experts in the work of 
the Committee.  

110. Following the discussion the Conference of the Parties requested the Secretariat to prepare for 
its consideration a revised version of the draft decision set out in document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/12, 
taking into account the discussions in plenary and the proposed amendments. 

111. Subsequently the Conference of the Parties adopted the revised draft decision prepared by the 
Secretariat.  

112. Decision SC-8/9, on the operation of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee, as 
adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is set out in annex I to the present report.  

                                                            
1 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/32. 
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 2. Recommendations by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee to list chemicals 
in the annexes to the Convention  

 (a) Decabromodiphenyl ether 

113. During the discussion on decabromodiphenyl ether, many representatives, including a number 
speaking on behalf of groups of countries, expressed support for its listing in Annex A to the 
Convention. Many of those who spoke also specified that they were in favour of proposed exemptions 
for the automotive industry and in some cases the aerospace industry as well. A number of 
representatives proposed an additional exemption for the textile industry, and others, an exemption for 
the recycling of articles containing decabromodiphenyl ether. One representative opposed both of 
those proposed exemptions. Several representatives said that there was a need to provide developing 
countries with technical and financial assistance to enable the successful introduction of alternatives 
and elimination and prevention measures, and another suggested that the creation of a register of 
products containing decabromodiphenyl ether could help the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 
Committee resolve issues and find and assess alternatives, thus simplifying the procedure for listing 
chemicals. 

114. Following the discussion the Conference of the Parties established a contact group on listing 
chemicals in the annexes to the Convention, co-chaired by Mr. Björn Hansen (European Union) and 
Mr. David Kapindula (Zambia). Taking into account the discussions in plenary, the group would 
prepare for the consideration of the Conference a revised version of the draft decision in document 
UNEP/POPS/COP.8/13. 

115. Subsequently the Conference of the Parties adopted a revised version of the draft decision 
prepared by the group, which provided for the listing of decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial 
mixture, c decaBDE) in Annex A to the Convention with specific exemptions. It also adopted, 
pending confirmation from the contact group on budget matters that any activities contemplated by the 
decision had been taken into account in the proposed programmes of work and budgets for the 
biennium 2018-2019, a second draft decision prepared by the group, by which the Conference of the 
Parties requested the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee to undertake a review of 
information related to specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl ether and to prepare a report on the 
results of the review, including any recommendations, for consideration by the Conference of the 
Parties. 

116. Decisions SC-8/10, on the listing of decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial mixture, 
c decaBDE), and SC-8/13, on the review of information related to specific exemptions for 
decabromodiphenyl ether, as adopted by the Conference of the Parties, are set out in annex I to the 
present report. 

 (b) Short-chain chlorinated paraffins 

117. In the discussion of short-chain chlorinated paraffins many representatives, including a number 
speaking on behalf of groups of countries, said that they were in favour of listing the chemical in 
Annex A to the Convention, although several stipulated that their support was conditional on the 
granting of specific exemptions and a number of others said that they would require financial and 
technical assistance to enable them identify and eliminate the chemical if it were listed. A number of 
representatives called for listing with no exemptions, and a number of others, including one speaking 
on behalf of a group of countries, also expressed support for controls to limit the presence of  
short-chain chlorinated paraffins in other chlorinated paraffin mixtures. A number of representatives 
said that the chemical to be listed should be more clearly identified. 

118. Several representatives said that they opposed the listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins. 
One representative, supported by another, contended that the risk profile adopted by the Committee 
did not meet the requirements of Annexes D and E and that more time was needed for research, and a 
third said that the risk profile on short-chain chlorinated paraffins prepared by the Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Review Committee contained gaps and contradictory information.  

119. Following the discussion the Conference of the Parties decided that the contact group on listing 
chemicals in the annexes to the Convention established as described in section V E 2 (a) above 
(para. 114) would consider the matter further. Taking into account the discussions in plenary, the 
group would prepare for the consideration of the Conference a revised version of the draft decision in 
document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/14. 

120. Subsequently the Conference of the Parties adopted a revised version of the draft decision 
prepared by the contact group providing for the listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins in Annex A 
to the Convention with specific exemptions. It also adopted, pending confirmation from the contact 
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group on budget matters that any activities contemplated by the decision had been taken into account 
in the proposed programmes of work and budgets for the biennium 2018–2019, a second draft 
decision prepared by the contact group by which the Conference of the Parties requested the Persistent 
Organic Pollutants Review Committee to undertake a review of information related to specific 
exemptions for short-chain chlorinated paraffins and to prepare a report on the results of the review, 
including any recommendations, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties. 

121. Decisions SC-8/11, on the listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins, and SC-8/14, on the 
review of information related to specific exemptions for short-chain chlorinated paraffins, as adopted 
by the Conference of the Parties, are set out in annex I to the present report. 

 (c) Hexachlorobutadiene 

122. During the discussion on unintentional releases of hexachlorobutadiene, many representatives, 
including one speaking on behalf of a group of countries, expressed support for listing the chemical in 
Annex C to the Convention, although a number of them said that the available information on 
unintentional releases was not clear and indicated that ongoing information gathering was desirable. 
One representative opposed listing, saying that there was a lack of relevant data, and another urged 
caution, saying that Parties should carefully consider the cost implications of listing the chemical in 
Annex C.  

123. One representative took the opportunity to make a general comment regarding the process for 
listing substances in the annexes to the Convention, suggesting that the use of a more scientific 
approach would allow Parties to set aside political interests. He also said that alternatives should be 
identified before substances were listed.  

124. Following the discussion the Conference of the Parties agreed that the contact group on listing 
chemicals in the annexes to the Convention established as described in section V E 2 (a) above 
(para. 114) would consider the matter further. Taking into account the discussions in plenary, the 
group would prepare for the consideration of the Conference a revised version of the draft decision in 
document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/15. 

125. Subsequently the Conference of the Parties adopted the draft decision set out in document 
UNEP/POPS/COP.8/15, without change. 

126. Decision SC-8/12, on the listing of hexachlorobutadiene in Annex C to the Convention, as 
adopted by the Conference of the Parties, is set out in annex I to the present report. 
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Annex II 

Decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm 
Convention at its eighth meeting relevant to the work of the 
Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee  

SC-8/4:   Evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers pursuant to paragraph 2 of parts 
IV and V of Annex A to the Stockholm Convention 

SC-8/5:  Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride 

SC-8/6:  Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases of Dioxins, Furans and Other 
Unintentional Persistent Organic Pollutants and guidelines and guidance on best 
available techniques and best environmental practices 

SC-8/8:  Implementation plans 

SC-8/9:  Operation of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 

SC-8/10:  Listing of decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial mixture, c-decaBDE) 

SC-8/11:  Listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins 

SC-8/12:  Listing of hexachlorobutadiene 

SC-8/13:  Review of information related to specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl ether 

SC-8/14:  Review of information related to specific exemptions for short-chain chlorinated 
paraffins  

SC-8/25:  From science to action 
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SC-8/4: Evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers 
pursuant to paragraph 2 of parts IV and V of Annex A to the 
Stockholm Convention  

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the priority areas for action recognized in decision SC-8/18 on effectiveness evaluation 
as they relate to the elimination of brominated diphenyl ethers1 contained in articles, 

Recalling that, pursuant to paragraph 6 of Article 3 of the Stockholm Convention, any Party 
that has a specific exemption in accordance with Annex A to the Convention shall take appropriate 
measures to ensure that any production or use under such exemption is carried out in a manner that 
prevents or minimizes human exposure and release into the environment, 

1. Takes note of the report by the Secretariat for the evaluation and review of brominated 
diphenyl ethers;2 

2. Notes from the report referred to in paragraph 1 above that brominated diphenyl ethers 
have been detected in a range of articles in use, including plastic toys that are not subject to 
flammability requirements, which suggests that their presence is unintentional and possibly a 
consequence of the recycling of plastics containing brominated diphenyl ethers;  

3. Also notes that a number of Parties are still registered for specific exemptions for 
brominated diphenyl ethers; 

4. Urges, recalling decision SC-5/5, Parties and other relevant stakeholders to implement 
where appropriate, taking into account national circumstances, the recommendations set out in the 
annex to decision POPRC-6/2 on the elimination from the waste stream of brominated diphenyl ethers 
and to provide information on progress in doing so to the Conference of the Parties in order to 
facilitate the evaluation and review of progress in eliminating brominated diphenyl ethers through the 
process referred to in paragraph 8 below; 

5. Urges Parties to take determined steps to ensure that brominated diphenyl ethers are not 
introduced into articles in which their presence would pose a risk of human exposure, in particular 
consumer products such as children’s toys; 

6. Urges Parties that have made use of the specific exemptions described in parts IV and V 
of Annex A to the Convention to accelerate efforts to prevent the export of articles that contain or may 
contain brominated diphenyl ethers and of articles manufactured from recycled materials that contain 
brominated diphenyl ethers and levels or concentrations of brominated diphenyl ethers exceeding 
those permitted for the sale, use, import or manufacture of those articles within their territories, in 
accordance with their obligations under Annex A;  

7. Urges Parties to strengthen measures for the environmentally sound management of 
wastes, including products and articles upon becoming wastes, containing or contaminated with 
brominated diphenyl ethers in accordance with their obligations under Article 6 of the Stockholm 
Convention and under the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, taking into consideration the updated guidance on best 
available techniques and best environmental practices for the recycling and waste disposal of articles 
containing polybrominated diphenyl ethers listed under the Stockholm Convention,3 the general 
technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or 
contaminated with persistent organic pollutants4 and the technical guidelines on the environmentally 
sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with hexabromodiphenyl 
ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether or tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether;5 

                                                            
1 Hexabromodiphenyl ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether and tetrabromodiphenyl ether and 
pentabromodiphenyl ether, listed in Annex A to the Convention in 2009. 
2 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/12. 
3 Available at: 
http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/NIPs/Guidance/GuidanceonBATBEPfortherecyclingofPBDEs/tabid/3172/ 
Default.aspx. 
4 UNEP/CHW.13/6/Add.1/Rev.1. 
5 UNEP/CHW.12/5/Add.6/Rev.1. 
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8. Decides to undertake an evaluation of progress that Parties have made towards 
eliminating brominated diphenyl ethers contained in articles and a review of the continued need for 
specific exemptions for those chemicals at its tenth meeting, pursuant to paragraph 2 of parts IV and V 
of Annex A to the Convention and in accordance with the process set out in the annex to decision 
SC-6/3 and the schedule set out in the annex to the present decision; 

9. Encourages Parties to collect information on the types and quantities of brominated 
diphenyl ethers in articles in use and in the waste and recycling stream and on measures taken to 
ensure their environmentally sound management pursuant to Article 6 of the Convention and, where 
appropriate, parts IV and V of Annex A to the Convention and to make that information available to 
the Secretariat;  

10. Requests the Secretariat: 

(a) To continue to support the process set out in the annex to decision SC-6/3;  

(b) To undertake, subject to the availability of resources, activities to support Parties in 
collecting the information required for the process set out in the annex to decision SC-6/3 and in 
implementing measures to facilitate the elimination of brominated diphenyl ethers contained in 
articles; 

(c) To report to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting on activities undertaken 
pursuant to paragraphs 10 (a) and 10 (b) above, including recommendations on any modifications to 
the process or format for consideration and possible adoption by the Conference of the Parties. 

  Annex to decision SC-8/4 

  Schedule for the evaluation and review of brominated diphenyl ethers 
pursuant to paragraph 2 of parts IV and V of Annex A to the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants   

Activity Timing 

Parties submit information on brominated diphenyl ethers. December 2019 

The Secretariat prepares a draft report on the evaluation and review of 
brominated diphenyl ethers and transmits it to the Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Review Committee. 

September 2020 

The Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee provides 
comments on the draft report on the evaluation and review of brominated 
diphenyl ethers. 

October 2020 

The Secretariat finalizes the report on the evaluation for consideration by 
the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting. 

October 2020 

Evaluation by the Conference of the Parties in accordance with 
paragraph 2 of parts IV and V of Annex A to the Convention. 

April 2021 
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SC-8/5: Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and 
perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride  

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the priority areas for action recognized in decision SC-8/18 on effectiveness evaluation 
as they relate to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride, 

Recalling paragraph 7 of decision SC-7/5, by which it decided to undertake the further 
evaluation of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride pursuant to 
paragraphs 5 and 6 of part III of Annex B to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants at its ninth meeting,  

1. Welcomes the consolidated guidance on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid 
and its related chemicals6 developed by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee; 

2. Takes note of the options for possible action by the Conference of the Parties should it 
conclude that there is no continued need for the various acceptable purposes for perfluorooctane 
sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride listed in Annex B to the Convention;7  

3. Also takes note of the information related to the interpretation and application of 
Article 4 of the Convention transmitted by Parties;8 

4. Invites Parties and others to submit to the Secretariat, by 15 February 2018, the 
following information for use by the Secretariat in preparing its next report on the evaluation of 
perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride in accordance with 
paragraph 6 of the annex to decision SC-6/4 and by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 
Committee in its future updating of the guidance on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid and 
its related chemicals: 

(a) Information on the production and use of sulfluramid; 

(b) Information on local monitoring of releases of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid from the 
use of sulfluramid; 

(c) Information on research on and the development of safe alternatives to perfluorooctane 
sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride as stipulated in paragraph 4 (c) of part III 
of Annex B to the Convention; 

5. Encourages the regional centres and others to provide support to Parties to improve 
their technical and legal capacity for the sound management of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts 
and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride and the introduction of alternatives; 

6. Requests the Secretariat: 

(a) To continue to support the process set out in the annex to decision SC-6/4, in 
accordance with the revised schedule set out in the annex to decision SC-7/5, and to support Parties, 
subject to the availability of resources, in collecting the information required for the process; 

(b) To further promote the exchange of information, including information provided by 
Parties and others, on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane 
sulfonyl fluoride and their related chemicals; 

(c) To provide support to Parties, in particular developing country Parties and Parties with 
economies in transition, subject to the availability of resources, to build their capacity to identify and 
collect information on perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride, to 
strengthen their legislation and regulations on the management of those chemicals throughout their life 
cycles and to introduce safer, effective and affordable alternatives to those chemicals. 

  

                                                            
6 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/INF/15/Rev.1. 
7 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/8, paras. 9–15. 
8 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/13. 
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SC-8/6: Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases 
of Dioxins, Furans and Other Unintentional Persistent Organic 
Pollutants and guidelines and guidance on best available 
techniques and best environmental practices 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the priority areas for action recognized in decision SC-8/18 on effectiveness evaluation 
as they relate to Article 5 on measures to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional production, 

1. Takes note of the nominations to the joint Toolkit and best available techniques and best 
environmental practices expert roster9 and the reports of the expert meetings on the Toolkit and best 
available techniques and best environmental practices;10 

2. Welcomes the updated guidance on best available techniques and best environmental 
practices for the use of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid and related chemicals listed under the Stockholm 
Convention,11 the updated guidance on best available techniques and best environmental practices for 
the recycling and waste disposal of articles containing polybrominated diphenyl ethers listed under the 
Stockholm Convention12 and the draft guidance on best available techniques and best environmental 
practices for the production and use of hexabromocyclododecane listed with specific exemptions 
under the Stockholm Convention;13 

3. Also welcomes the conclusions and recommendations of the experts on the Toolkit and 
on best available techniques and best environmental practices;14 

4. Adopts the workplan for the review and updating of the Toolkit and the guidelines and 
guidance on best available techniques and best environmental practices set out in annex I to the 
present decision and the terms of reference for the review and updating of guidelines and guidance to 
address releases from unintentional production and best available techniques and best environmental 
practices for the chemicals listed in Annexes A, B and/or C to the Stockholm Convention as set out in 
annex II to the present decision; 

5. Requests the experts on the Toolkit and on best available techniques and best 
environmental practices to continue the work on the ongoing review and updating of the Toolkit and 
on the guidelines and guidance in accordance with the workplan and the terms of reference referred to 
in paragraph 4 above; 

6. Requests the Secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, to continue to support 
the experts in the work referred to in paragraph 5 above and to continue to implement 
awareness-raising and technical assistance activities to promote the Toolkit and the guidelines and 
guidance; 

7. Invites Parties and others to participate actively in the review and updating of the 
Toolkit, guidelines and guidance and to submit relevant information to the Secretariat for 
consideration by the experts in accordance with the workplan and the terms of reference referred to in 
paragraph 4 above; 

8. Also invites Parties and others to confirm the availability of the current experts in the 
joint Toolkit and best available techniques and best environmental practices expert roster and to 
nominate new experts with expertise related to the persistent organic pollutants listed in Annex A, B 
or C to the Convention to the joint roster; 

9. Encourages Parties to use the Toolkit, taking into account the conclusions and 
recommendations of the experts on the Toolkit and on best available techniques and best 
environmental practices, when developing source inventories and release estimates under Article 5 of 
the Convention; to report the estimated releases under Article 15 of the Convention according to the 

                                                            
9 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/14. 
10 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/15. 
11 http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/BATandBEP/Guidance/Overview/tabid/5121/Default.aspx. 
12 Ibid. 
13 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/16.  
14 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/9, annex I. 
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source categories identified in Annex C; and to maintain up to date their action plans to minimize and 
ultimately eliminate releases of unintentionally produced persistent organic pollutants; 

10. Also encourages Parties to consider the data quality guidance in the Toolkit and 
implement quality assurance and quality control as part of the development and updating of the source 
inventories and release estimates under Article 5 of the Convention; 

11. Further encourages Parties to use the guidelines and guidance on best available 
techniques and best environmental practices, taking into account the conclusions and 
recommendations of the experts on the Toolkit and on best available techniques and best 
environmental practices, when implementing action plans and other measures to minimize and 
ultimately eliminate releases of persistent organic pollutants listed in Annexes A, B and/or C to the 
Convention and to share their experiences in using the guidelines and guidance, such as in the form of 
case studies, by means of the Stockholm Convention clearing-house mechanism. 

  Annex I to decision SC-8/6 

Workplan for the ongoing review and update of the Toolkit and the 
guidelines and guidance on best available techniques (BAT) and best 
environmental practices (BEP) 

 A. Areas of work 

 1. Toolkit 

1. Collect and evaluate new information relevant to the identification and quantification of 
releases of unintentional persistent organic pollutants, including those listed in the Convention since 
2009, i.e., pentachlorobenzene and polychlorinated naphthalenes,15 for eventual additional inclusion of 
emission factors in the Toolkit and provision of practical guidance to Parties on how to address these 
chemicals in their inventories pursuant to Article 5. 

2. Collect and evaluate information relevant to the identification and quantification of releases of 
unintentional persistent organic pollutants that would be listed at the eighth meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties, i.e., hexachlorobutadiene.  

 2. Guidelines and guidance on BAT and BEP 

 (a) Guidance on BAT and BEP relevant to the persistent organic pollutants listed in  
Annex A or B  

3. Continue to collect and evaluate relevant new information on BAT and BEP for 
perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride, polybrominated diphenyl 
ethers16 and hexabromocyclododecane, made available by Parties and others, including on available 
chemical and/or non-chemical alternatives as identified by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 
Committee, for eventual further updating of the relevant guidance documents. 

4. Collect and evaluate information relevant to BAT and BEP for pentachlorophenol and its salts 
and esters and hexachlorobutadiene listed in Annex A to the Convention for developing relevant 
guidance. 

5. Collect and evaluate information relevant to BAT and BEP for the chemicals listed in Annex A 
to the Convention at the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties and assess the need for 
updating and/or developing additional guidance for those chemicals. 

 (b) Guidelines on BAT and BEP relevant to the persistent organic pollutants listed in Annex C 

6. Continue to collect and evaluate new information on key sources of unintentional persistent 
organic pollutants as identified by Parties and the Toolkit experts, recently updated BATreference 

                                                            
15 Polychlorinated naphthalenes, including dichlorinatednaphthalenes, 
trichlorinatednaphthalenes,tetrachlorinatednaphthalenes, pentachlorinatednaphthalenes, 
hexachlorinatednaphthalenes, heptachlorinatednaphthalenes and octachlorinated naphthalene. 
16 Tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether (commercial pentabromodiphenyl ether) and 
hexabromodiphenyl ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether (commercial octabromodiphenyl ether). 
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documents, national documents on BAT and BEP, and other sources of information, and supplement 
and update the guidelines as appropriate.  

7. Continue to collect and evaluate new information on available alternative techniques and 
practices and on the use of substitute or modified materials, products and processes and supplement 
and update the guidelines as appropriate. 

8. Collect and evaluate information on BAT and BEP for sources of releases of the chemicals that 
were listed in Annex C to the Convention at the seventh and eighth meetings of the Conference of the 
Parties, assess the applicability of the existing guidance for those chemicals and supplement and 
update the guidelines as appropriate.  

 (c)  Sites contaminated by persistent organic pollutants 

9. Collect and evaluate information relevant to the identification and management of sites 
contaminated by persistent organic pollutants for developing relevant guidance. 

 B.  Timelines 

Deadline Activity 

February 2017 
Task teams and leads are confirmed and/or newly identified from the joint 
expert roster for the areas of work included in the workplan 

May 2017 
Secretariat invites information submission from Parties and others on the work 
areas specified in the workplan 

Continue 
throughout the 
biennium 

Collection and compilation of information from Parties and others for 
consideration and evaluation by the experts at their annual meeting(s) 

August 2017 
Secretariat compiles information submitted by Parties and others to that date 
and sends the compilation to task teams and leads by 14 August 2017 

September 2017 

Task teams assess the information and develop proposals for updating existing 
guidance and/or developing additional guidance for the areas of work included 
in the workplan: 

 Task team leads send the draft proposals to the Secretariat by 
11 September 2017 

 Secretariat sends the proposals for review by the Toolkit and BAT 
and BEP experts by 15 September 2017 

October/November 
2017 

Joint meeting of the Toolkit and BAT and BEP experts to consider revisions 
and/or additional guidance according to the proposals by task teams 

June–July 2018 

Task teams prepare draft updated guidance and/or draft new guidance on the 
basis of the evaluation of the information made available and the comments by 
the Toolkit and BAT and BEP experts at their 2017 meeting 

 Task team leads send drafts to the Secretariat by 25 June 2018 

 Secretariat makes available the drafts on the Stockholm Convention 
website by 29 June 2018 for comments by the experts and by Parties 
and others prior to 31 July 2018 

August 2018 
Secretariat compiles additional information submitted by that date and 
comments from the experts and from Parties and others and sends the 
compilation to task teams and leads by 5 August 2018 

September 2018 

Task teams revise the draft updated and/or new guidance on the basis of the 
comments received and additional information collected 

 Task team leads send the drafts to the Secretariat by 24 September 
2018  

 Secretariat makes the drafts available on the Stockholm Convention 
website by 28 September 2018 for comment by the experts and by 
Parties and others prior to19 October 2018 
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Deadline Activity 

October/November 
2018 

Joint meeting of the Toolkit and BAT and BEP experts to finalize drafts, 
develop conclusions and recommendations and a workplan for the next 
biennium for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its ninth 
meeting 

January 2019 
Task teams finalize the draft guidance and task team leads send the final and/or 
interim drafts to the Secretariat by 15 January 2019 

May 2019 Ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

  Annex II to decision SC-8/6 

Terms of reference for the review and update of guidelines and 
guidance to address releases from unintentional production and best 
available techniques and best environmental practices for the 
chemicals listed in Annexes A, B and/or C to the Stockholm 
Convention 

 I. Introduction 
1. By decisions SC-7/7 on the Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases of 
Dioxins, Furans and Other Unintentional Persistent Organic Pollutants and SC-7/8 on the guidelines 
on best available techniques and provisional guidance on best environmental practices, the Conference 
of the Parties recognized that the listing of new substances in Annexes A, B and/or C to the 
Convention would trigger the need to further update existing guidance and/or develop new guidance to 
support Parties in implementing new obligations and requested the experts on best available 
techniques (BAT) and best environmental practices (BEP) and on the Toolkit to collaborate and 
develop joint terms of reference for synergistically considering aspects relevant to releases from 
unintentional production and BAT and BEP for the chemicals listed in Annexes A, B and/or C to the 
Convention. 

2. Elements of the joint terms of reference were discussed and agreed upon at the expert meetings 
on BAT and BEP and the Toolkit held in Bratislava, Slovakia, from 29 September to 1 October 2015 
and from 25 to 27 October 2016. The terms of reference describe the scope of the review and update 
process; the general and specific tasks to be performed in the process; the stakeholders to be involved; 
and the frequency with which the activities and tasks are to be performed. 

 II. Scope 
3. Acknowledging the importance of collaboration and information exchange between the experts 
serving under the various technical and scientific processes under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
conventions with a view to synergistically addressing cross-cutting issues, in addition to source 
inventories and release estimates from unintentional production, BAT and BEP relevant to all 
chemicals listed in the annexes to the Convention are considered as they relate to: 

(a) Production of restricted persistent organic pollutants for acceptable purposes as defined 
in the Convention; 

(b) Use of persistent organic pollutants for acceptable purposes and pursuant to specific 
exemptions as defined in the Convention; 

(c) Recycling of articles containing persistent organic pollutants pursuant to specific 
exemptions as defined in the Convention; 

(d) Destruction of persistent organic pollutants and aspects of BAT and BEP relevant to 
waste management under the Stockholm Convention; 

(e) Identification and management of sites contaminated with persistent organic pollutants; 

(f) Other technical assessment work relevant to releases from unintentional production and 
BAT and BEP for the chemicals listed in the Convention as requested by the Conference of the Parties 
and/or other technical and scientific bodies under the Convention. 
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 A. General tasks 

4. Considerable time, effort and funds have been invested in the development of existing 
guidelines and guidance. These guidelines and guidelines have been, and continue to be, useful and 
informative, and do not require major revision. The focus of the work is therefore on necessary 
updates and the addition of relevant new information triggered by the listing of new substances in 
Annexes A, B and/or C to the Convention. 

5. The general tasks to be undertaken in the review and updating process are:  

 (a) Evaluating the implications of the newly listed persistent organic pollutants and 
assessing the need for developing new guidance to address these chemicals; 

 (b) Providing information on available alternatives, including home-grown 
alternatives, and on the use of substitute or modified materials, products and processes and evaluating 
emerging technologies and improvements to existing technologies; 

(c) Exchanging relevant information and harmonizing activities with the work of other 
technical and scientific bodies under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions such as the 
appropriate bodies of the Basel Convention on waste-related aspects and the Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Review Committee on alternatives to these chemicals; 

(d) Optimizing synergies with other efforts, such as those to combat mercury and to reduce 
greenhouse-gas emissions through BAT and BEP; 

(e) Conducting other technical assessment work as requested by the Conference of the 
Parties and/or other technical and scientific bodies under the Conventions; 

(f) Reporting to the Conference of the Parties. 

6. The procedures for identifying detailed tasks and activities, to be undertaken as priorities over 
a set period of time, are outlined below.  

 B. Stakeholders 

7. The existing joint Toolkit and BAT and BEP expert roster will be used. 

8. Experts that have served or are serving in the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
will be consulted and involved in the review and updating process as appropriate. 

9. Basel Convention experts will be involved in the work related to wastes as appropriate. 

10. All experts nominated by Parties and others and included in the joint Toolkit and BAT and 
BEP expert roster will be involved in the review and updating process, at least by electronic means. 

11. The joint roster will remain open at all times for further nominations. 

12. Between 25 and 30 nominated experts selected from the roster may be invited by the 
Secretariat to participate in expert meetings. Participants will be selected taking into account the type 
of expertise needed at the meetings, in addition to regional and gender balance. 

13. Up to five additional experts may be invited to provide specific expertise related to the 
particular topics to be discussed, if such expertise is not available among the experts included in the 
roster.  

 C. Procedures, activities and specific tasks 

14. The review and updating process is driven by Parties and organized and facilitated by the 
Secretariat. Expert panels focusing on a specific source category or task could be established, led by 
Parties volunteering to do so. 

15. Parties and others will be invited to generate relevant data and information to assist in the 
review and updating process, and to provide that information to the Secretariat. 

16. Such data and information will be gathered and summarized regularly by the Secretariat and 
provided for the experts’ consideration.  

17. The experts should perform the following tasks and activities, among others: 

(a) Develop a detailed workplan and timetable for the review and updating process; 

(b) Set up the necessary organizational structure (such as expert panels); 
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(c) Identify existing gaps, agree on priorities and propose activities for improvement, 
taking into account any feedback received from Parties and others based on their experience in using 
the guidelines and guidance; 

(d) Define preliminary outlines for developing new guidelines and guidance as 
appropriate; 

(e) Collect and evaluate relevant data and information within the scope of the review and 
updating process; 

(f) Validate data and information according to agreed data quality criteria17and draft 
revised or new texts; 

(g) Assess training and capacity-building needs of Parties to relevant to their efforts to 
identify and manage their sources of persistent organic pollutants; 

(h) Take into account, in relation to wastes-related matters, the technical guidelines on 
persistent organic pollutants wastes adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention; 

(i) Take into account, in relation to alternatives to persistent organic pollutants, the 
assessment and guidance developed by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee; 

(j) Exchange any relevant information with other technical or scientific bodies under the 
Conventions; 

(k) Respond to inquiries from Parties on technical aspects to facilitate understanding of the 
guidelines and guidance. 

18. Expert meetings will be organized to facilitate the implementation of the activities and tasks 
outlined above. 

19. The guidelines and guidance, as revised or developed by the expert panels, will be circulated 
to all experts for review and comment before being made available through the clearing-house 
mechanism of the Convention. Parties and others will be invited to review and provide comments. 

20. The following activities will be further promoted: 

(a) Sharing and exchanging of information via the clearing-house mechanism; 

(b) Initiatives for data generation and collection, including case studies; 

(c) Joint activities and projects between developed and developing countries and 
South-South cooperation; 

(d) Synergies between activities related to releases from unintentional production and BAT 
and BEP; 

(e) Awareness-raising. 

 D. Periodicity 

21. As new chemicals are listed in the Convention, the guidelines and guidance should be 
considered as a living document and the process for their review and update should be continuous. 

22. Expert meetings should be organized as needed, with at least one meeting taking place every 
two years. Work should, however, continue intersessionally by electronic means, organized by the 
expert panel leaders and facilitated by the Secretariat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
17 Toolkit for Identification and Quantification of Releases of Dioxins, Furans and Other Unintentional POPs, 
annex 8: Data Quality. http://toolkit.pops.int/Publish/Annexes/A_08_Annex08.html. 
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SC-8/8: Implementation plans 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the priority areas for action recognized in decision SC-8/18 on effectiveness evaluation 
as they relate to implementation plans, 

1. Welcomes the additional implementation plans transmitted by Parties pursuant to 
Article 7 of the Stockholm Convention, including revised and updated plans;18  

2. Takes note of the deadlines for the transmission of revised and updated implementation 
plans;19  

3. Urges those Parties that have not transmitted their implementation plans within the 
deadlines to transmit them as soon as possible; 

4. Takes note of the following guidance documents:20 

(a) Guidance on developing a national implementation plan for the Stockholm Convention 
on Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

(b) Guidance on preparing inventories of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid and related 
chemicals listed under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

(c) Guidance on preparing inventories of polybrominated diphenyl ethers listed under the 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

(d) Guidance on socio-economic assessment for national implementation plan 
development and implementation under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; 

(e) Guidance on the calculation of action plan costs for specific persistent organic 
pollutants; 

(f) Guidance on the control of the import and export of persistent organic pollutants; 

(g) Guidance on the labelling of products or articles that contain persistent organic 
pollutants – initial considerations; 

(h) Guidance on the sampling, screening and analysis of persistent organic pollutants in 
products and articles; 

(i) Guidance on preparing inventories of hexabromocyclododecane; 

(j) Draft guidance on preparing inventories of hexachlorobutadiene;21 

(k) Draft guidance on preparing inventories of polychlorinated naphthalenes;22 

(l) Draft guidance on preparing inventories of pentachlorophenol and its salts and esters 
and on identifying alternatives for the phase-out of those chemicals;23 

5. Encourages Parties to use the guidance referred to in paragraphs 4 (a)–(c) above, as 
appropriate, when developing, reviewing and updating their national implementation plans; 

6. Invites Parties and others to provide comments to the Secretariat on the guidance 
documents listed in paragraph 4 above by 30 June 2018, including based on their experience in using 
the guidance documents and on how to improve their usefulness;  

7. Invites the appropriate bodies of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal to review the waste-related aspects of the 
guidance documents listed in paragraphs 4 (j)–(l) above and to forward the outcome of their review to 
the Secretariat no later than one week after the eleventh meeting of the Open-ended Working Group 

                                                            
18 See UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/17/Rev.1. 
19 Ibid. 
20 The draft guidance documents listed in paragraphs 4 (a)–(i) are available at 
http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/NIPs/Guidance/tabid/2882/Default.aspx. 
21 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/18. 
22 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/19. 
23 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/20. 
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for its consideration in the updating of the guidance in line with the request set out in paragraph 8 (a) 
below; 

8. Requests the Secretariat: 

(a) To continue, subject to the availability of resources, to update the guidance documents 
listed in paragraph 4 above, as appropriate, on the basis of the comments received from Parties and 
others, including from Basel Convention bodies as referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 above; 

(b) To undertake, subject to the availability of resources, capacity-building and training 
activities to support Parties in order to facilitate the development, review and updating of national 
implementation plans, taking into account the guidance documents listed in paragraphs 4 (a)–(c) 
above; 

(c) To develop, as necessary and subject to the availability of resources, new guidance on 
preparing inventories of the persistent organic pollutants listed by the Conference of the Parties at its 
eighth meeting in decisions SC-8/10 and SC-8/11;  

(d) To continue to identify any additional guidance that might be required to assist Parties 
in the development, review and updating of national implementation plans; 

(e) To develop, subject to the availability of resources, an electronic template for the 
quantitative information included in national implementation plans in a harmonized manner with the 
reporting under Article 15 of the Convention;  

9. Also requests the Secretariat, in consultation with the Persistent Organic Pollutants 
Review Committee and the experts on best available techniques and best environmental practices, 
taking into account comments from Parties and others, and subject to the availability of resources, to 
develop draft guidance documents on alternatives for the phase-out of the chemicals listed by the 
Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting in decisions SC-8/10 and SC-8/11 for consideration by 
the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting;  

10. Requests Parties to identify diversified, accessible, predictable and sustainable financial 
resources as required by the Convention to assist developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition in updating their national implementation plans under Article 7 of the Convention. 
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SC-8/9: Operation of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review 
Committee 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Noting the priority areas for action recognized in decision SC-8/18 on effectiveness evaluation 
as they relate to the listing of chemicals in Annexes A, B and/or C to the Convention, 

1. Welcomes the reports of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee on the 
work of its eleventh and twelfth meetings24 and the documents forwarded by the Committee to the 
Conference of the Parties;25 

2. Appoints the 14 designated experts with terms of office commencing on 5 May 2016 to 
serve as members of the Committee and notes that one vacancy arising during the intersessional period 
has been filled;26 

3. Also appoints the 17 designated experts listed in the annex to the present decision to 
serve as members of the Committee with terms of office commencing on 5 May 2018;27  

4. Encourages Parties and observers to submit the information specified in Annexes E and 
F to the Convention and to review and provide to the Committee, through the Secretariat in a timely 
manner, technical comments on draft risk profiles and draft risk management evaluations to support 
the development of sound recommendations to the Conference of the Parties and supporting 
documents on the listing of chemicals in Annexes A, B and/or C to the Convention and in doing so, 
when relevant, to involve experts working at the national level on the Basel Convention on the Control 
of the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal; 

5. Invites the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention to consider enhancing the 
involvement of experts working under the Basel Convention in the work of the Committee; 

6. Invites the Committee to strengthen the involvement of experts working under the Basel 
Convention in its work to facilitate its receipt of improved information on waste and disposal issues; 

7. Requests the Secretariat to facilitate the involvement of experts as referred to in 
paragraph 6 above; 

8. Encourages Parties and observers to undertake, within their capabilities, appropriate 
research, development, monitoring and cooperation pertaining to alternatives to persistent organic 
pollutants and candidate persistent organic pollutants in accordance with Article 11 of the Convention;  

9. Requests the Secretariat to continue, subject to the availability of resources, to assist the 
Committee in collecting information on persistent organic pollutants in products as necessary for its 
review of chemicals and to provide Parties with guidance on labelling for the chemicals listed in 
Annexes A and B and to collaborate, as appropriate, with relevant international efforts such as the 
Chemicals in Products project of the United Nations Environment Programme; 

10. Also requests the Secretariat to continue, subject to the availability of resources, to 
undertake activities to support Parties and others to participate effectively in the work of the 
Committee, as listed in paragraph 1 of decision POPRC-12/7, and to report on the results of those 
activities to the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting. 

                                                            
24 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.11/10 and Add.1–2; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/11 and Add.1–5. 
25 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/INF/9/Rev.1; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/INF/12/Rev.1; 
UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/INF/15/Rev.1. 
26 See UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/60. 
27 The curricula vitae of these experts are set out in document UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/65. 
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Annex to decision SC-8/9 

Experts designated by Parties and appointed as members of the 
Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee with terms of office 
commencing on 5 May 2018  
African States 

Mr. Sam Adu-Kumi (Ghana) 
Ms. Mantoa Makoena Clementina Sekota (Lesotho)  
Ms. Amal Lemsioui (Morocco) 
Mr. Nadjo N’Ladon (Togo) 

Asia-Pacific States 

Mr. Gangeya (India) 
Mr. Amir Nasser Ahmadi (Islamic Republic of Iran) 
Mr. Zaigham Abbas (Pakistan)  
Mr. Anass Ali Saeed Al-Nedhary (Yemen) 

Central and Eastern European States 

Ms. Tamara Kukharchyk (Belarus) 
Ms. Svitlana Sukhorebra (Ukraine)  

Latin American and Caribbean States 

Mr. Luis G. Romero Esquivel (Costa Rica)  
Ms. Vilma Morales Quillama (Peru)  
Ms. Victorine Augustine Pinas (Suriname) 

Western European and other States 

Ms. Ingrid Hauzenberger (Austria)  
Mr. Jean-François Ferry (Canada) 
Ms. Rikke Donchil Holmberg (Denmark)  
Mr. Peter Dawson (New Zealand) 
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SC-8/10: Listing of decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial mixture, 
c-decaBDE) 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Having considered the risk profile, the risk management evaluation and the addendum to the 
risk management evaluation for decabromodiphenyl ether (commercial mixture, c-decaBDE) as 
transmitted by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee,28 

Taking note of the recommendation by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
that decabromodiphenyl ether (BDE-209) of c-decaBDE be listed in Annex A to the Convention with 
specific exemptions,29  

1. Decides to amend part I of Annex A to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants to list decabromodiphenyl ether (BDE-209) present in commercial decabromodiphenyl 
ether therein, with specific exemptions for the production and use of commercial decabromodiphenyl 
ether, by inserting the following rows: 

Chemical  Activity Specific exemption 

Decabromodiphenyl ether  
(BDE-209) present in 
commercial 
decabromodiphenyl ether 
(CAS No: 1163-19-5) 

Production As allowed for the Parties listed in the Register 

Use In accordance with Part IX of this Annex: 

 Parts for use in vehicles specified in paragraph 2 of Part IX 
of this Annex 

 Aircraft for which type approval has been applied for 
before December 2018 and has been received before 
December 2022 and spare parts for those aircraft 

 Textile products that require anti-flammable 
characteristics, excluding clothing and toys  

 Additives in plastic housings and parts used for heating 
home appliances, irons, fans, immersion heaters that 
contain or are in direct contact with electrical parts or are 
required to comply with fire retardancy standards, at 
concentrations lower than 10 per cent by weight of the part 

 Polyurethane foam for building insulation 

2. Also decides to insert a new part IX in Annex A, as follows: 

Part IX 

Decabromodiphenyl ether 

1. The production and use of decabromodiphenyl ether shall be eliminated except for 
Parties that have notified the Secretariat of their intention to produce and/or use it in accordance with 
Article 4.  

2. Specific exemptions for parts for use in vehicles may be available for the production 
and use of commercial decabromodiphenyl ether limited to the following: 

(a) Parts for use in legacy vehicles, defined as vehicles that have ceased mass 
production, and with such parts falling into one or more of the following categories: 

(i) Powertrain and under-hood applications such as battery mass wires, battery 
interconnection wires, mobile air-conditioning (MAC) pipes, powertrains, 
exhaust manifold bushings, under-hood insulation, wiring and harness 
under hood (engine wiring, etc.), speed sensors, hoses, fan modules and 
knock sensors; 

(ii) Fuel system applications such as fuel hoses, fuel tanks and fuel tanks under 
body; 

                                                            
28 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.10/10/Add.2; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.11/10/Add.1; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/11/Add.4. 
29 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/13. 
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(iii) Pyrotechnical devices and applications affected by pyrotechnical devices 
such as air bag ignition cables, seat covers/fabrics (only if airbag relevant) 
and airbags (front and side); 

(iv) Suspension and interior applications such as trim components, acoustic 
material and seat belts; 

(b) Parts in vehicles specified in paragraphs 2 (a) (i)–(iv) above and those falling 
into one or more of the following categories: 

(i) Reinforced plastics (instrument panels and interior trim); 

(ii) Under the hood or dash (terminal/fuse blocks, higher-amperage wires and 
cable jacketing (spark plug wires)); 

(iii) Electric and electronic equipment (battery cases and battery trays, engine 
control electrical connectors, components of radio disks, navigation 
satellite systems, global positioning systems and computer systems); 

(iv) Fabric such as rear decks, upholstery, headliners, automobile seats, head 
rests, sun visors, trim panels, carpets. 

3. The specific exemptions for parts specified in paragraph 2 (a) above shall expire at the 
end of the service life of legacy vehicles or in 2036, whichever comes earlier. 

4. The specific exemptions for parts specified in paragraph 2 (b) above shall expire at the 
end of the service life of vehicles or in 2036, whichever comes earlier. 

5. The specific exemptions for spare parts for aircraft for which type approval has been 
applied for before December 2018 and has been received before December 2022 shall expire at the 
end of the service life of those aircraft. 
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SC-8/11: Listing of short-chain chlorinated paraffins 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Having considered the risk profile and the risk management evaluation for short-chain 
chlorinated paraffins as transmitted by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee,30 

Taking note of the recommendation by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
that short-chain chlorinated paraffins be listed in Annex A to the Convention with controls to limit the 
presence of short-chain chlorinated paraffins in other chlorinated paraffin mixtures, with or without 
specific exemptions,31  

1. Decides to amend part I of Annex A to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants to list short-chain chlorinated paraffins therein, with specific exemptions, by inserting the 
following rows: 

 Chemical  Activity Specific exemption 

Short-chain chlorinated paraffins (Alkanes, C10-13, 
chloro)+: straight-chain chlorinated hydrocarbons 
with chain lengths ranging from C10 to C13 and a 
content of chlorine greater than 48 per cent by 
weight 
 
For example, the substances with the following 
CAS numbers may contain short-chain 
chlorinated paraffins: 
CAS No. 85535-84-8  
CAS No. 68920-70-7 
CAS No. 71011-12-6   
CAS No. 85536-22-7  
CAS No. 85681-73-8  
CAS No. 108171-26-2 

Production  As allowed for the Parties listed in the 
Register 

Use  Additives in the production of 
transmission belts in the natural and 
synthetic rubber industry 

 Spare parts for rubber conveyor belts 
in the mining and forestry industries 

 Leather industry, in particular 
fatliquoring in leather 

 Lubricant additives, in particular for 
automobile engines, electric 
generators, wind power facilities, 
drilling in oil and gas exploration 
and petroleum refining to produce 
diesel oil 

 Tubes for outdoor decoration bulbs 

 Waterproofing and fire-retardant 
paints 

 Adhesives 

 Metal processing  

 Secondary plasticizers in flexible 
polyvinyl chloride, except in toys 
and children’s products 

2. Also decides to insert a new note (vii) in part I of Annex A, as follows: 

(vii) Note (i) does not apply to quantities of any chemical that has a plus sign (“+”) 
following its name in the “Chemical” column in Part I of this Annex that 
occurs in mixtures at concentrations greater than or equal to 1 per cent by 
weight.  

  

                                                            
30 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.11/10/Add.2 and UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/11/Add.3. 
31 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/14. 
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SC-8/12: Listing of hexachlorobutadiene  

The Conference of the Parties, 

Having considered the risk profile and the risk management evaluation for 
hexachlorobutadiene, as well as the evaluation of new information in relation to listing 
hexachlorobutadiene in Annex C to the Convention, as transmitted by the Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Review Committee,32 

Taking note of the recommendation by the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
that hexachlorobutadiene be listed in Annex C to the Convention and the conclusion of the evaluation 
of new information on unintentional production of hexachlorobutadiene,33  

Decides to amend part I of Annex C to the Convention to list hexachlorobutadiene therein by 
inserting “Hexachlorobutadiene (CAS No: 87-68-3)” in the “Chemical” table of the Annex and by 
inserting “hexachlorobutadiene” in the first paragraph of parts II and III of the Annex. 

  

                                                            
32 UNEP/POPS/POPRC.8/16/Add.2; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.9/13/Add.2; UNEP/POPS/POPRC.12/11/Add.5. 
33 UNEP/POPS/COP.8/15. 
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SC-8/13: Review of information related to specific exemptions for 
decabromodiphenyl ether 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Invites each Party listed in the register of specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl 
ether listed in Annex A to the Stockholm Convention to report to the Secretariat, by December 2019, 
justifying its need for the registration of that exemption; 

2. Invites each Party listed in the register of specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl 
ether listed in Annex A to the Convention, as well as observers, to provide to the Secretariat, by 
December 2019, information on the following: 

(a) Production; 

(b) Uses; 

(c) Efficacy and efficiency of possible control measures; 

(d) Information on the availability, suitability and implementation of alternatives; 

(e) Status of control and monitoring capacity; 

(f) Any national or regional control actions taken; 

3. Invites all Parties to provide to the Secretariat, by December 2019, information on 
progress made in building the capacity of countries to transfer safely to reliance on alternatives to 
decabromodiphenyl ether; 

4. Requests the Secretariat to compile the information provided in accordance with 
paragraphs 1–3 above and to make it available to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
by January 2020; 

5. Requests the Committee, subject to the availability of resources, to analyse the 
information referred to in paragraph 4 above and any other pertinent and credible information 
available and to prepare a report, including any recommendations, for consideration by the Conference 
of the Parties;  

6. Decides, if any request is received from a Party for an extension of an exemption in the 
register in accordance with paragraph 1 of the review process set out in the annex to decision SC-3/3, 
to take into account the report and the recommendations referred to in paragraph 5 above when 
undertaking its review of entries in the register of specific exemptions for decabromodiphenyl ether. 
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SC-8/14: Review of information related to specific exemptions 
for short-chain chlorinated paraffins 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Invites each Party listed in the register of specific exemptions for short-chain 
chlorinated paraffins listed in Annex A to the Stockholm Convention to report to the Secretariat, by 
December 2019, justifying its need for the registration of that exemption; 

2. Invites each Party listed in the register of specific exemptions for short-chain 
chlorinated paraffins listed in Annex A to the Convention, as well as observers, to provide to the 
Secretariat, by December 2019, information on the following: 

(a) Production; 

(b) Uses; 

(c) Efficacy and efficiency of possible control measures; 

(d) Information on the availability, suitability and implementation of alternatives; 

(e) Status of control and monitoring capacity; 

(f) Any national or regional control actions taken; 

3. Invites all Parties to provide to the Secretariat, by December 2019, information on 
progress made in building the capacity of countries to transfer safely to reliance on alternatives to 
short-chain chlorinated paraffins; 

4. Requests the Secretariat to compile the information provided in accordance with 
paragraphs 1–3 above and to make it available to the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee 
by January 2020; 

5. Requests the Committee, subject to the availability of resources, to analyse the 
information referred to in paragraph 4 above and any other pertinent and credible information 
available and to prepare a report, including any recommendations, for consideration by the Conference 
of the Parties;  

6. Decides, if any request is received from a Party for an extension of an exemption in the 
register in accordance with paragraph 1 of the review process set out in the annex to decision SC-3/3, 
to take into account the report and the recommendations referred to in paragraph 5 above when 
undertaking its review of entries in the register of specific exemptions for short-chain chlorinated 
paraffins. 
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SC-8/25: From science to action 

The Conference of the Parties 

1. Emphasizes that, through its subsidiary bodies, expert groups and other related 
mechanisms, including with other partners, the necessary processes are in place to ensure  
science-based work and decision-making under the Basel Convention on the Control of the 
Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Rotterdam Convention on the 
Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 
Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and welcomes their work in that 
regard; 

2. Emphasizes the importance of, and the need to enhance, the interaction between 
scientists, policymakers and other actors in the policy process to promote the exchange, development 
and joint construction of knowledge with the aim of achieving more informed decision-making for 
reaching the objectives of the conventions; 

3. Encourages Parties and other stakeholders to initiate action to promote science-based 
decision-making and action in the implementation of the conventions at the national level; 

4. Takes note of the Secretariat's draft road map for further engaging Parties and other 
stakeholders in informed dialogue for enhanced science-based action in the implementation of the 
conventions;34 

5. Requests the Secretariat, subject to the availability of resources, and in collaboration 
with regional centres, as appropriate, to undertake capacity-building and training activities to support 
Parties in science-based decision-making and action in the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam 
and Stockholm conventions; 

6. Welcomes the progress made to date and requests the Secretariat, by 30 September 
2017, to further revise the draft road map with a focus on moving from multilateral dialogue to action 
at the national and regional levels while avoiding duplication and inconsistencies with existing 
mechanisms and taking into account the views expressed by Parties during the 2017 meetings of the 
conferences of the Parties to the three conventions; 

7. Invites Parties and others to submit comments on the further revised road map by 
28 February 2018; 

8. Invites Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions to nominate 
through their bureau representatives up to four experts per United Nations region, by 30 June 2017, to 
assist the Secretariat in further revising the draft road map, working through electronic means, and 
requests the Secretariat to prepare a final draft, with a focus on enhancing science-based action at the 
national and regional levels, in particular with regard to section 4.2 and appendix 1 of the current draft 
road map,35 for consideration by the conferences of the Parties to the three conventions at their next 
meetings;  

9. Requests the Secretariat to cooperate and coordinate with the United Nations 
Environment Programme and other relevant organizations, scientific bodies and stakeholders to 
strengthen the science-policy interface and to report to the conferences of the Parties at their meetings 
in 2019 on the implementation of the present decision. 

     

 

                                                            
34 UNEP/CHW.13/INF/50-UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.8/INF/35-UNEP/POPS/COP.8/INF/52, annex I. 
35 Ibid. 


