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ASCOBANS SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE BALTIC HARBOUR PORPOISE 2007 

(20 May 2007) Petra Deimer and the Society for the Protection of Marine Mammals (GSM) receive 
the ASCOBANS Award on the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise 

For the past five years now, the third Sunday of May has been celebrated as the International Day of 
the Baltic Harbour Porpoise. But this day of honour for the barely five-foot long whale is no joyous 
occasion: the Baltic Harbour Porpoise is close to extinction. Therefore, the Secretariat of the UN 
Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (UNEP/ASCOBANS) 
is using 20th May, the Harbour Porpoise Day 2007, to present the “ASCOBANS Award“ to a true 
champion of marine mammal protection and the society she founded almost thirty years ago. 
The jury considered the untiring commitment of Petra Deimer, her husband Hans-Jürgen Schütte, a 
retired TV journalist, and the Society for the Protection of Marine Mammals (GSM) over the years to be 
an outstanding achievement. By bestowing this award, ASCOBANS would like to express its thanks 
and recognise the educational and public awareness raising initiatives undertaken by GSM. Peter 
Reijnders, who has been chairman and vice-chairman of the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee for 
many years, welcoming the decision, said: “I have known Petra Deimer for several decades now. She 
has successfully managed to combine her journalistic and scientific education and has done an 
excellent job of persuading fishermen, scientists and the general public of the merits of the cause of 
marine mammal protection.” He did however attach a condition to giving her the prize: “She must 
continue this work with the same commitment and energy that she has shown over the last three 
decades!” 

  
 
While Heidrun Frisch, CMS/ASCOBANS and Marine Mammals Coordinator, presented the 
ASCOBANS Award to the worthy winners, Silke Odenthal, CMS/ASCOBANS Intern, used the occasion 
to inform visitors to the Aquarium in Cologne Zoo, Germany, about the plight of the Baltic Harbour 
Porpoise and the Year of the Dolphin campaign. A small exhibition was set up, questions answered 
and information material distributed, including the ASCOBANS leaflet, Harbour Porpoise postcard, 
“Project C” CD, Year of the Dolphin poster, leaflet and the Dolphin Manual for children. 

Left: Petra Deimer and Hans-Jürgen Schütte of GSM 
(left), receiving the ASCOBANS Award from Heidrun 
Frisch 

Below: Visitors at the ASCOBANS Harbour Porpoise 
exhibition in Cologne Zoo Aquarium 



ASCOBANS WEBSITE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The following articles were featured on the ASCOBANS website under News & Events in the last three 
months (http://www.ascobans.org/index0401.html): 

(20 May 2007) Petra Deimer and the Society for the Protection of Marine Mammals (GSM) receive 
the ASCOBANS Award on the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise 

For the past five years now, the third Sunday of May has been celebrated as the International Day of 
the Baltic Harbour Porpoise. The Secretariat of the UN Agreement on the Conservation of Small 
Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (UNEP/ASCOBANS) is using 20th May, the Harbour Porpoise 
Day 2007, to present the "ASCOBANS Award" to a true champion of marine mammal protection and 
the society she founded almost thirty years ago. … 

(18 May 2007) Celebrating the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise in the Region 

On Sunday, 20 May, for the fifth year running, museums and dolphinaria around the Baltic Sea will be 
celebrating the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise, which was established to draw the 
attention of the public to this endangered animal about which so little is known. Activities of the 
Särkänniemi Dolphinarium in Tampere, Finland, the Lithuanian Sea Museum in Klaipéda, the German 
NGO Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressäugetiere, the German Maritime Museum and the Cologne 
Zoo Aquarium are highlighted. … 

(21 & 22 April 2007) Joint Workshops of ASCOBANS and the European Cetacean Society held 
on the Margins of the 21st ECS Conference: 

• Workshop on Wind Farms and Marine Mammals 

As a follow-up of Resolution No. 4 of the 5th Meeting of the Parties, Dr. Peter Evans convened this joint 
ECS and ASCOBANS workshop. It aimed at providing an overview of the possible impacts of offshore 
wind energy production on cetaceans and seals. … 

• Workshop on Selection Criteria for Marine Protected Areas for Cetaceans 

The 5th Meeting of the Parties of ASCOBANS in Resolution No. 7 recommended the holding of a one 
day workshop to discuss the development, scope and appropriateness of possible criteria such as 
high-density areas, feeding or breeding sites, and migration corridors, including methods to identify 
those sites. … 

(21 April 2007) The Way Forward for ASCOBANS 

The 14th Meeting of the ASCOBANS Advisory Committee met in San Sebastián, Spain, from 19-21 
April. It was the first meeting since the CMS and ASCOBANS Secretariats were merged for a two year 
trial period in January 2007, and provided the opportunity for the new members of the core 
"CMS/ASCOBANS Team", i.e. the acting Executive Secretary Robert Hepworth, the Scientific and 
Technical Officer Marco Barbieri, and the newly appointed CMS/ASCOBANS Coordinator Heidrun 
Frisch, to introduce themselves to the Party representatives. … 

(20 April 2007) 'Iberian (and European Cetacean Society) Launch' of the Year of the Dolphin 

Through a presentation and the distribution of more than two thousand Year of the Dolphin leaflets, 
calendars and posters and hundreds of postcards at the Aquarium of Donostia-San Sebastián and the 
21st Annual Conference of the European Cetacean Society, the public and marine scientists alike were 
informed about the campaign and ways to join in. … 



UPCOMING ASCOBANS EVENTS 
Joint ASCOBANS/HELCOM Workshops on Small Cetacean Population Structure in the ASCOBANS Area 
& on Genetics and Population Structure of the Harbour Porpoise in the Baltic Sea Region 

It is our pleasure to announce that the workshops following up MOP 5 Resolution 9, reflected in the ASCOBANS 
Triennial Work Plan as Activity 6, will be held from 8-10 October 2007 at the UN Campus in Bonn, Germany. 
Official invitations, including more detailed information on the workshops and travel arrangements, will be sent 
out shortly. 

Meeting on the Baltic Harbour Porpoise – Can SAM be used to calculate geographic distribution, density 
and size of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise population? 

Following the endorsement by the Jastarnia Group and the Advisory Committee, this workshop will be held on 
19 and 20 June 2007 in Kolmården, Sweden, to examine the potential for a joint acoustic monitoring project of 
the countries in the Baltic region. Thanks to the generosity of the Germans, who have earmarked a part of their 
2007 voluntary contribution for this workshop, ASCOBANS is able to support this important initiative. A Letter of 
Agreement will be signed within a few days between the organisers of the workshop and the CMS/ASCOBANS 
Secretariat. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR FUNDING FOR PROJECTS 
In general, any proposed conservation, research or capacity building project should be proposed in written form. 
Such a proposal should give the title of the project, briefly describe who the implementing institution is, their 
relevant role and expertise, explain the objective of the project and what its importance for the work of 
ASCOBANS is, the planned activities, the anticipated schedule and detailed budget as well as expected 
outcomes. 

The Secretariat will forward any potentially suitable project proposal to the Advisory Committee. In case a 
proposal cannot be left waiting until the next meeting, the Secretariat will seek the endorsement by the members 
of the Advisory Committee by mail. Subject to the availability of funds the Secretariat will determine up to which 
sum an approved project can be supported from ASCOBANS resources. Generally, ASCOBANS will only 
provide partial financing, which must be supplemented by additional funds from other sources. 

If voluntary funding could be secured for an approved project, a Letter of Agreement must be signed by the 
Secretariat and the implementing institution, specifying the rights and responsibilities of both. We are confident 
that in this way the most effective utilisation of the limited ASCOBANS resources can be assured. All Parties are 
of course encouraged to support worthwhile projects generously! 

THE ROLE OF THE ASCOBANS COORDINATOR 
The newly created junior post of CMS/ASCOBANS and Marine Mammals Coordinator is split between 
ASCOBANS duties, which make up 75%, and other CMS Marine Mammal work. Heidrun Frisch, an 
Environmental Geographer, has been involved in the day to day work of the Secretariat since the beginning of 
April, supervises the maintenance of the website, shares in the organisation of meetings and prepares 
documents. In collaboration with the CMS Inter-Agency Liaison Officer, she works on improving and maintaining 
cooperation with other organisations, facilitating media and public awareness work and assisting in fundraising. 
She also serves as Secretariat focal point for Year of the Dolphin activities and follow-up. 

In addition, she serves as focal point for the Parties’ Coordinating Authorities and other partners in the 
implementation of the programmes agreed by MOP. Accordingly, all are encouraged to approach her with any 
request or question they might have, which she will follow up in consultation with senior CMS officers, Range 
States and other bodies. Channelling interactions through her has the benefit that one person maintains an 
overview of requests made to Marco Barbieri (Scientific and Technical Officer and senior ASCOBANS Advisor), 
Paola Deda (Inter-Agency Liaison Officer) or Patricia Stadié (ASCOBANS Assistant) to ensure coordinated 
follow-up. 



MEETING REPORTS 

The final report of the 3rd Meeting of the Jastarnia Group, Copenhagen, Denmark, 19-21 February 
2007, was forwarded to the members and can be downloaded from the ASCOBANS website 
(http://www.ascobans.org/index0503.html). Anyone preferring a paper copy can request one from the 
Secretariat. 

The report of the 14th Meeting of the Advisory Committee, Donostia-San Sebastián, Spain, 19-21 April 
2007, is awaiting final comments from the participants and will be finalised shortly. This report will also 
be available as hard copy upon request. 

TRANSLATION OF INFORMATION MATERIAL 

Some progress has also been made with the efforts to produce information material in all the 
ASCOBANS languages. First of all, this applies to the ASCOBANS leaflet, which currently is available 
in 11 languages. The Russian translation, which has been earmarked as a priority for quite a while 
now, is still outstanding. We are happy to announce that the German Ministry of Environment has 
offered to use their in-house translation service and has also indicated that we can use some of their 
voluntary contribution for setting and printing. That means that “only” Spanish and Portuguese are 
missing now. In order to generate support for the work of ASCOBANS in these new Range States, we 
would highly appreciate any financial or in-kind assistance to produce these as well. 

The other item is the translation of the Coalition Clean Baltic brochure “The Baltic Harbour Porpoise 
Needs Protection!”. We are currently in touch with them to explore the options for producing it in the 
languages of the Baltic region with help from ASCOBANS. All Baltic Parties and Range States are 
encouraged to consider supporting this effort by providing translations and covering the production 
costs for example of their own language version. 

 

SAD NEWS 

After almost nine years with ASCOBANS, Patricia Stadié has decided to leave 
the Secretariat. We wish to thank her for all her hard work and the excellent 
support she has given throughout the years. Her dedication and 
professionalism, also during the difficult period since the 5th Meeting of Parties 
in September, are highly appreciated. She will be sorely missed, not just 
because of her skills and experience, but also as a very pleasant colleague. 
We wish her all the best in her new position. 

Pat says: “The last nine years with ASCOBANS have been exciting ones for me, and this certainly 
hasn't been an easy decision. But the time has now come for me to move on - in this case to a new and 
challenging job within the UN. Before I go, though, I would like to say a special thank you to all the 
wonderful people I have known and worked with over the years. Although I saw many of you only once 
a year at most, I really looked forward to those occasions, and will miss you very much. Your kindness 
and friendship over the years has been much appreciated, and I hope that many of you will stay in 
touch. Finally, I’d like to ask you to extend your support to Heidrun Frisch. I’m certain that, given your 
help, she’ll make sure that ASCOBANS continues to go from strength to strength.” 

The Secretariat will keep Parties informed as regards the recruitment efforts for a new assistant. We 
are currently trying to find a temporary assistant able to start at the beginning of July in order to 
maintain appropriate service while searching for a permanent new secretary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 WHAT CAN YOU DO TO SUPPORT THE YEAR OF THE DOLPHIN 2007 CAMPAIGN? 

 

Outreach and Communication 

As part of the campaign, diverse outreach material was developed, such as a leaflet (available in 
English, French, Spanish and German), a postcard, a poster and a pocket calendar. The governments 
of Germany and Italy have supported the production of some of these publications. A dedicated 
website (www.YoD2007.org – English and German, supported by TUI) highlights activities around the 
world and provides information on dolphin species and the threats they face. All governments, 
organisations and interested groups and individuals are encouraged to use the available material for 
their own outreach campaigns. Funds for reprints are needed, as well as financial or in-kind support for 
producing the leaflets in other languages. Another suggestion would be to hold a national competition 
for the best small-scale conservation project or school activity. Such activities can be registered online 
(www.yod2007.org/en/Join_in/Supporter_Application_Form/index.html). Many countries have become 
active already. In the ASCOBANS area, these include Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands and Spain – 
all others are invited to join them! 

Education 

The website also features a section for children (www.yod2007.org/en/Join_in/index.html), including a 
quiz and an option to register activities such as giving a presentation on dolphins in school or drawing a 
picture. Once these things have been entered, they can gain a “Dolphin Diploma”, an award showing 
that they have a good knowledge of whales and dolphins, and certifying that they have been actively 
involved in the protection of dolphins. Another educational tool is the “Dolphin Manual”, a multilingual 
brochure (English, German, French, Spanish, Italian, Greek, Turkish, Arabic) for children and their 
teachers, which delivers information on dolphins, their habits and habitats and the threats they face 
largely through interactive exercises and games.The publication, produced with the support of the 
government of Italy, will be distributed through the UNESCO network of schools, UNEP channels, and 
in major tourist destinations worldwide. It can also be downloaded from the internet for use by 
interested individuals and teachers (www.yod2007.org/en/Press/Publications/index.html). Help in 
producing the Dolphin Manual in more languages or printing copies for free distribution would go a long 
way in establishing the next generation of conservationists. 

Research and Conservation Projects 

Effective cetacean conservation has to be based on sound science and then must be implemented in 
the field. Therefore we encourage anyone involved in such activities focusing on dolphins in the wild to 
apply for official supporter status of the Year of the Dolphin (see above). Being part of a worldwide 
campaign means that activities and results can be communicated to a wide network of people and gain 
in attractiveness for possible donors. Funds raised through Year of the Dolphin merchandise or 
obtained from donors will also be used for cetacean conservation projects, prioritised through the CMS 
Scientific Council and ASCOBANS Advisory Committee, but with a special focus on supporting 
developing countries in their efforts to protect this unique part of marine biodiversity. 
 
THE YEAR OF THE DOLPHIN CAN MAKE A LASTING DIFFERENCE ONLY THROUGH THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF 

THE PARTIES TO CMS, ASCOBANS, AND ACCOBAMS, THE SIGNATORIES OF THE PACIFIC CETACEANS 

MOU, OTHER COASTAL STATES, NGOS, INSTITUTIONS, SCHOOLS AND ENTHUSIASTIC INDIVIDUALS. 
PLEASE JOIN IN AND HELP SMALL CETACEANS AROUND THE WORLD AND IN YOUR NATIONAL WATERS! 


