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REPUBLIC OF NAURU

A BILL

FOR AN ACT

To make provision for the demarcation of the sea boundaries of the Republic
of Nauru, the maritime zones established by and within those boundaries, the

declaration of the rights of the Republic in relation to those zones; and for
related purposes.

Be it enacted by the Parliament of Nauru as follows:

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT

1. This Act may be cited as the Sea Boundaries Act 1997 and shall come into
force on a date to be notified by the Cabinet in the Gazette.

INTERPRETATION

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“the baseline of Nauru” means the seaward low-water line of the reef
surrounding the Island of Nauru and, where there is an opening in the
reef, a straight line across the outer edges of that opening;

“conserving and managing” includes adopting and using all rules, regulations,
methods and measures that —

(a) are required to build, restore or maintain, or are useful in
rebuilding, restoring or maintaining, any living marine resource
or the marine environment; or

(b) are designed to ensure that —

(i) a supply of food and other products may be taken, and
that recreational benefits may be obtained, on a
continuing basis; and

(ii) irreversible or long-term ill effects on the living marine
resources or the environment are avoided; and

(iii) there will be a multiplicity of options available with
respect to future uses of these resources;

“median line” means a line every point of which is equidistant from the
nearest point of—
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(a) the baseline of Nauru; and

(b) the corresponding baseline of any other country;

“mile” means an international nautical mile of 1,852 metres.

INTERNAL WATERS

3. The internal waters of the Republic comprise all waters on the landward side
of the baseline of Nauru.

TERRITORIAL SEA

4. (1) The territorial sea of the Republic comprises all that area of the sea
within twelve miles measured outwards from the baseline of Nauru.

(2) The sovereignty of the Republic extends over the territorial sea, the
airspace over it and the seabed and subsoil beneath it, and may be exercised
subject to the rules of international law.

CONTIGUOUS ZONE

5. (1) The contiguous zone of the Republic is contiguous to the territorial
sea and extends seawards from the outer limit of the territorial sea for a distance of
24 miles from the baseline of Nauru.

(2) Within the contiguous zone, the Republic may exercise the control
necessary to —

(a) prevent infringement of any customs, fiscal, immigration or
sanitary laws within Nauru; and

(b) punish any infringement of those laws committed within Nauru.

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

6. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), the exclusive economic zone of the
Republic comprises all that area of the sea having as its inner limit the outer limit of
the territorial sea, and as its outer limit a line drawn 200 miles seaward from the
baseline of Nauru.

(2) Where the median line is less than 200 miles from the baseline of
Nauru, the outer limits of the exclusive economic zone extend only to the median
line.

(3) The Minister may, by order, for the purpose of implementing any
international agreement or the award of any international body or otherwise, declare
that the outer limits of the exclusive economic zone of the Republic, or any part of
the outer limits, extend to a specified line, any point of which does not exceed 200
miles from the baseline of Nauru.

(4) Within the exclusive economic zone, the Republic has —

(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting,
conserving and managing the natural resources, whether living
or non-living, of the seabed, the subsoil under the seabed, and
the waters over the seabed; and

(b) exclusive jurisdiction over the establishment, operation and
use of artificial islands, installations and structures; and
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(c) jurisdiction over marine scientific research and the protection
and preservation of the marine environment as provided or
conferred by international law; and

(d) such other rights as are conferred or recognised by international law.

CONTINENTAL SHELF

7. (1) All areas of seabed, and the subsoil under the seabed, of the
exclusive economic zone shall be treated, for the purposes of any law, as part of the
continental shelf of the Republic.

(2) The Republic has and may exercise sovereign and exclusive rights
over the continental shelf for the purpose of —

(a) exploring it and exploiting its mineral and other non-living
resources, and living sedentary species on or under the
seabed or subsoil; and

(b) authorising and regulating drilling on the continental shelf for
all purposes; and

(c) such other rights as are conferred or recognised by
international law.

RIGHTS OF OTHER STATES

8. (1) Subject to subsection (3), ships of all states shall have, in accordance
with the rules of international law, the right of innocent passage through and over the
territorial sea.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), all states and their nationals shall enjoy in
the exclusive economic zone freedoms of navigation and overflight and of the laying
of submarine cables and pipelines, and all other internationally lawful uses of the sea
related to those freedoms.

(3) The rights and freedoms referred to in this section are subject to —

(a) all laws of the Republic made in accordance with the rules of
international law; and

(b) the rules of international law.

PROCLAMATION OF LINES

9. (1) The President may, by Proclamation, declare the baseline, and other
lines drawn under the provisions of this Act for the purpose of determining the limits
of the internal waters, territorial sea, contiguous zone and exclusive economic zone,
by means of a list of the geographical coordinates of points, specifying the geodetic
datum.

(2) A copy of the list referred to in subsection (1) shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

EVIDENCE OF CHARTS

10. (1) The Minister may give a certificate stating that a specified chart of an
area is the chart of that area most suited for the purpose of determining the limits of
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the internal waters, territorial sea, contiguous zone or exclusive economic zone of
the Republic, as the case may be.

(2) In any proceedings before a court or a person acting judicially, a
certificate under subsection (1) is evidence of the matters stated in the certificate,
and the chart is evidence of the matters set out in it.

GENERAL REGULATIONS

11. Where no other provision is made in or under any other Act for the purpose,
the Cabinet may make regulations, in accordance with the rules of international law,
for all or any of the following:—

(a) the passage of ships and the designation of sea lanes and traffic
separation schemes in the territorial sea;

(b) the construction, operation, use and protection of navigational aids,
cables and pipelines, artificial islands and other installations and
facilities in the territorial sea and the exclusive economic zone;

(c) the preservation of the environment and the prevention, reduction and
control of pollution of the internal waters, the territorial sea and the
exclusive economic zone;

(d) the conduct of marine scientific research and hydrographic surveys in
the territorial sea and exclusive economic zone;

(e) the exploration and exploitation of the exclusive economic zone for the
production of energy from waters, currents and winds, and for other
economic purposes;

(f) any other matters that are necessary or convenient to give effect to
the rights and obligations of the Republic in relation to the territorial
sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone and the
continental shelf, or are necessary to give full effect to the provisions
of this Act.
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