
ANNEX VII   

PRODUCT MANAGEMENT MEASURES  

1.  This annex aims to provide guidance to Parties on product management measures.  

2.  The Parties may consider appropriate product management measures such as those listed below, 
where warranted as a result of the potential risk of adverse effects on human health or the environment from 
emissions of one or more of the heavy metals listed in annex I, taking into account all relevant risks and 
benefits of such measures, with a view to ensuring that any changes to products result in an overall reduction 
of harmful effects on human health and the environment:  

(a) The substitution of products containing one or more intentionally added heavy metals listed in 
annex I, if a suitable alternative exists;  

(b) The minimization or substitution in products of one or more intentionally added heavy metals 
listed in annex I;  

(c) The provision of product information including labelling to ensure that users are informed of the 
content of one or more intentionally added heavy metals listed in annex I and of the need for safe use 
and waste handling;  

(d) The use of economic incentives or voluntary agreements to reduce or eliminate the content in 
products of the heavy metals listed in annex I; and  

(e) The development and implementation of programmes for the collection, recycling or disposal of 
products containing one of the heavy metals in annex I in an environmentally sound manner.  

3.  Each product or product group listed below contains one or more of the heavy metals listed in annex I 
and is the subject of  regulatory or voluntary action by at least one Party to the Convention based for a 
significant part on the contribution of that product to emissions of one or more of the heavy metals in annex 
I.  However, sufficient information is not yet available to confirm that they are a significant source for all 
Parties, thereby warranting inclusion in annex VI.  Each Party is encouraged to consider available information 
and, where satisfied of the need to take precautionary measures, to apply product management measures such 
as those listed in paragraph 2 above to one or more of the products listed below:  

(a) Mercury-containing electrical components, i.e. devices that contain one or several contacts/sensors 
for the transfer of electrical current such as relays, thermostats, level switches, pressure switches and 
other switches (actions taken include a ban on most mercury-containing electrical components; 
voluntary programmes to replace some mercury switches with electronic or special switches; 
voluntary recycling programmes for switches; and voluntary recycling programmes for thermostats);  

(b) Mercury-containing measuring devices such as thermometers, manometers, barometers, pressure 
gauges, pressure switches and pressure transmitters (actions taken include a ban on mercury-
containing thermometers and ban on measuring instruments);  

(c) Mercury-containing fluorescent lamps (actions taken include reductions in mercury content per 
lamp through both voluntary and regulatory programmes and voluntary recycling programmes);  



(d) Mercury-containing dental amalgam (actions taken include voluntary measures and a ban with 
exemptions on the use of dental amalgams and voluntary programmes to promote capture of dental 
amalgam before release to water treatment plants from dental surgeries);  

(e) Mercury-containing pesticides including seed dressing (actions taken include bans on all mercury 
pesticides including seed treatments and a ban on mercury use as a disinfectant);  

(f) Mercury-containing paint (actions taken include bans on all such paints, bans on such paints for 
interior use and use on children's toys; and bans on use in antifouling paints); and  

(g) Mercury-containing batteries other than those covered in annex VI (actions taken include 
reductions in mercury content through both voluntary and regulatory programmes and environmental 
charges and voluntary recycling programmes)  

 


